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God's Peculiar Treasure 
By Alice Louise Cary 
Ow I love them,—God’s “ peculiar 


treasure,’ 

For my debt to them I cannot measure! 
Hidden in a hostile world,—the “field,” 
What a blessed hope for them is sealed! 


“For the fathers’ sakes” the Saviour sought 


them, 
At the cost of blood— His blood — He 
bought them 
— all the “field” that He might 
rin 
Israel as a nation to her King. 


Hasten with the Bread of Life to feed 

them, 

To their true Messiah gently lead them; 
Jews are finding Him each passing hour, 
Some, like Paul, are preaching Christ 

with power. 


See Psalm 135:4, Matthew 13:44 and Dr. Scofield’s Note 
ve 


When the Conscience Is Touched 


Peter’s Spirit-filled sermon at Pente- 
cost caused his hearers to be “pricked 
in their heart.” When this happens, 
wrongs that seem small are righted. The 
New York Times (Jan. 23) reported that 
two spoons had been returned to the 
Hotel St. George in Brooklyn, and quoted 
the following letter which accompanied 


them: “Mr. Manager: Over a year ago 
I stole these spoons at a banquet. I 
took them as a souvenir. Since then I 
have accepted Christ as my Saviour. I 
am returning the spoons and if there is 
any charge please let me know and I 
will gladly pay what you ask. God 
bless you and may you forgive me.” It 
might have taken another man a long 
time to convince the writer of the letter 
that he had done wrong in just taking 
two spoons as souvenirs, but when the 
Holy Spirit entered his heart the matter 
was soon put right. The incident is one 
more proof that what this world needs 
is the Gospel. 
x 


Christian Countenances 3 


Eyes are the windows of the soul, 
and faces reflect what is in the heart. 
If one observes closely the passing faces 
during a walk of a few blocks on any 
city street, or the faces in the restaurants, 
the busses, the trains, or the trolleys, 
what does he see? He will see written 
upon them anger, resentment, despair, 
discouragement, fear, pride, selfishness, 
greed, bitterness, hate, scorn, contempt, 


a 


resignation; but only one in a hundred, 
perhaps one in a thousand, is brightened 
by real contentment, joy, peace, and love 
for others. True Christians can some- 
times identify one another just by their 
facial expressions, but unfortunately this 
is not always so. But these are days 
when people need the relief that comes 
from looking upon faces not furrowed 
and darkened by anxiety and bitterness, 
but which show forth the calmness and 
freedom of those who really believe 
their prospects are “as bright as the 
promises of God.” Such expressions are 
not the result of introspection, or of 
gazing helplessly at circumstances, or 
peering fearfully into the future, but 
come only from “looking unto Jesus.” 
Stephen, in the midst of the wicked Jew- 
ish council, had “the face of an angel,” 
but this was because he “looked up sted- 
fastly into heaven, and saw the glory of 
God, and Jesus ctanding on the right 
hand of God” (Acts 6:15; 7:55). “They 
looked unto him, and were radiant; and 
their faces shall never be confounded” 
(Psa. 34:5, R. V.). “I shall yet praise 
him, who is the health of my counte- 
nance, and my God” (Psa. 42:11). 


Samuel Rutherford on Christian Conduct 


in Sword and Trowel to the great 
Scottish preacher and letter writer 
of the seventeenth century: 
“Rutherford is beyond all praise of 
men. Like a strong-winged eagle he 
soareth into the highest Heaven, and 
with urblenched eye he looketh into the 
mystery of love divine. There is, to 
us, a something mystic, awe-creating, 
and superhuman about Rutherford’s 
Letters. 


Gt swore paid the following tribute 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Draw nigh te God, and he will 
draw nigh to you. Cleanse your 
hands, ye sinners; and purify your 
hearts, ye double minded” (Jas. 
4:8). 




















“When. we are dead and gone, let 
the world know that, Spurgeon . held 
Rutherford’s Letters to be the nearest 
thing to inspiration which can be found 


. in all the writings of mere men.” 


The hearts of many Christians have 
been lifted toward Heaven as they have 
sung the hymn which begins, “The sands 
of time are sinking, The dawn of heaven 
breaks.” But perhaps many do not know 
that the original version contains nine- 
teen stanzas, and that it was written by 
Mrs. Annie R. Cousin, a descendant of 
Rutherford’s, who wove some of his most 
remarkable utterances into this beautiful 
hymn. The following outline of his life, 
by James Stephen, is found in one edi- 
tion of “Samuel Rutherford’s Letters”: 

“Samuel Rutherford was born in 1600 
in the village of Nisbet, Roxburghshire. 
He was educated at Jedburgh and Edin- 
burgh. In‘1627 he came to the parish of 
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Anyworth (or Anwoth, as ‘spelt in his 
day), in the province of Galloway, in 
the south of Scotland, where he preached 
Christ for nine years. ... As he suffered 
bereavement by the loss of his wife and 
two children he .was'‘abie . to~- comfort 
others. "ep ete 

“Persecution against him soon arose. 
.. . So we find that because of noncon- 
formity to the acts of Episcopacy, and 
his writings against the Arminians, 
Rutherford was summoned before the 
High Commission Court. As a result he 
was deprived of his ministry, and con- 
fined within the town of Aberdeen, 
which he often speaks of as his prison, 
er more frequently as ‘a palace and 
Christ’s banqueting house.’ Here, re- 
moved from his acquaintances, lovers, 
and friends, at a ‘borrowed fireside,’ en- 
during ‘dumb Sabbaths,’ he remained 
two years.... 

“In 1639 events took a better turn, 
and after a visit to Anworth he went 
to St. Andrews as Professor, and later, 
Principal of the University. He was 
one of the committee selected to attend 
the Assembly of Divines at Westmin- 
ster in 1643. 

“In the beginning of 1661, and because 
of his book, ‘Lex Rex,’ Rutherford was 
denuded of all the dignities and offices in 
the University and deprived of his pas- 
toral charge. He was confined within his 
own house. It was while there, and in de- 
clining health, that he was summoned 
to appear before the ensuing Parliament 
on a charge of high treason. When he 
was served with the summons he re- 
plied: ‘Tell them that I have got a 
summons already from a superior Judge 
and judicatory, and I behove to answer 
my first summons, and ere your day 
arrives I will be where few kings and 
great folks come.’ He died 29th March, 
1661, and was buried at St. Andrews. 
His last words were, ‘Glory, glory dwell- 
eth in Immanuel’s Land.’.. .” 

One of Samuel Rutherford’s remark- 
able Letters has been entitled “Direc- 
tions for Christian Conduct.” It was 
written from Aberdeen in 1637 to John 
Fleming, Bailie of Leith, and is as much 
needed today by us who are Christians 
as when he wrote it. It is given here- 
with in full: 


. Worthy and dearly beloved in the 
Lord, — grace, mercy, and peace be unto 
you. I received your letter. I wish 
that I could satisfy your desire in draw- 
ing up and framing for you a Christian 
directory. But the learned have done 
it before me, more judiciously than I 
can, especially Mr. Rogers, Greenham, and 
Perkins. Notwithstanding, I shall show 
you what I would have been at myself, 





This editorial is based on the book entitled, 
“Samuel Rutherford’s Letters.” It was pub- 
lished by Pickering and Inglis, 229 Bothwell 
St., Glasgow, Scotland, but is now out of 
print. Copies may sometimes be found in 
secondhand bookstores. The quotations are 
here used with the permission of the pub- 
lishers. 
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howbeit I came always short of my pur- 
pose. 

1, That hours of the day, less or more 
time, for the Word and prayer be given 
to God, not sparing the twelfth hour, 


_or midday, howbeit it should then be 


the shorter time. 

2. In the midst of worldly employ- 
ments there should be some thoughts of 
sin, death, judgment, and eternity, with 
at least a word or two of ejaculatory 
prayer tot God. 

3. To beware of wandering of heart in 
private prayers. 

4. Not to grudge, howbeit ye come 
from prayer without sense of joy. Down- 
casting, sense of guiltiness, and hun- 
ger are often best for us. ; 

5. That the Lord’s Day, from morn- 
ing to night, be spent always either in 
private or public worship. 

6. That words be observed, wandering 
and idle thoughts be avoided, sudden 
anger’ and desire of revenge, even of 
such as persecute the truth, be guarded 
against, for we often mix our zeal with 
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our wildfire. 

7. That known, discovered, and re- 
vealed sins that are against the con- 
science be eschewed as most dangerous 
preparatives to hardness of heart. 

8. That in dealing with men, faith and 
truth in covenants and trafficking be re- 
garded, that we deal with all men in 
sincerity, that conscience be made of 
idle and lying words, and that our car- 
riage be such as that they who see it 
may speak honourably of our sweet 
Master and profession. 

9. I have been much challenged: (1) 
For not referring all to God as the last 
end; that I do not eat, drink, sleep, jour- 
ney, speak, and think for God. (2) That 
IT have not benefited by good company, 
and that I left not some word of convic- 
tion, even upon natural and wicked men, 
as by reproving swearing in them, or be- 
cause of being a silent witness to their 
loose carriage, and because I intended 
not in all companies to do good. (3) 
That the woes and calamities of the 


(Continued on page 134) 














Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 














Dr. Bauman’s Articles Postponed 


We have very anxiously looked for those 
new articles from Dr. Bauman on proph- 
ecy. They doubtless will be a revision 
of his views in his book which we have 
read, “Light from Bible Prophecy.” We 
are anxious to understand developments 
since he wrote his book, the new phase 
of the war, and when we may expect 
Ezekiel 38 and 39 to be fulfilled. We 
couldn’t get along without the Times.— 
An appreciative reader. 

The announcement referred to in this 
note appeared in the Trmes of December 
6, and stated that the Tmuges would pub- 
lish a brief series of articles on Russia 
by Dr. Louis S. Bauman. - Besides the 
paragraph concerning Dr. Bauman’s ar- 
ticles, there were six others on the same 
page announcing articles or series to be 
published in the Trves during 1942. An 
accompanying note said that these arti- 
cles would begin immediately after the 
first of the year, but, except for the 
year 1942, no specific date was given for 
the publication of any of these articles. 

Dr. Bauman was fully prepared- to 
write the announced series on Russia, 
but now the Editors regret to say that 
at their request, and after further and 
fuller consideration of the whole subject, 
this series has been indefinitely post- 
poned. However, the Fleming H. Revell 
Company (158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


- City) is expecting to publish, in the near 


future, a book by Dr. Bauman on the 
subject of Russia, showing why he be- 
lieves her part on the world stage is 
clearly revealed by God through His 
prophets. A few readers subscribed to 
the Trmes for 1942 for the express pur- 


pose of receiving the Bauman series, 
and wherever this is clearly stated the 
Times Company has notified the writers 
and is refunding the subscription price. 
It should be noted that other articles 
were announced on the same page and 
will be received by those subscribing 
for 1942. But if there are others who 
subscribed for the Times for 1942 espe- 
cially to receive the Bauman articles, 
and they will kindly notify the Company 
to this effect, the subscription price will 
be refunded. Requests for refunds should 
be addressed to the Subscription De- 
partment, The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 North i3th St., Philadel- 


phia. 
~~ 
Are Dr. Pace’s 


Cartoons Unscriptural ? 


A few weeks ago THE SunDay ScHOOL 
Times published a fine personal testi- 
mony from Dr. E. J. Pace, telling how 
he began to draw his lesson cartoons 
for the Tres twenty-five years ago. 
When Dr. Trumbull for the first time saw 
one of Dr. Pace’s Christian cartoons, he 
exclaimed: “I want that; and I want 
you to draw cartoons illustrating the cur- 
rent lessons for THE -SUNDAY -SCHOOL 
Times.” That was the beginning of a 
very happy association of a quarter of 
a century which has been a blessing to 
thousands and which the Editors hope 
will continue for a long time. However, 
that personal testimony called forth one 


(Continued on page 123) 
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Visiting the Homes of Sunday School Scholar 1942 
By Vivia 





| Taking the comfort of the Gospel to our own neighbors 


ee 


+ 











OMES are often opened to the Sun- 

day school teacher which are 
opened to no other messenger of the 
Gospel. And God has been pleased to 
bless this method of evangelism in our 
community. 

We were told that the aunt of one of 
our pupils was dying. It was said that 
she had expressed a desire to see a min- 
ister but the family were so opposed 
to the Gospel that they had refused her 
request. This seemed a challenge to 
action. The Sunday school teacher 
called at the house with some flowers, 
saying that the little boy had said his 
aunt was ill. Because of the link with 
the child she was admitted and taken 
to the sickroom. She stayed only a 
short time and confined her conversa- 
tion to the little boy and to the sick 
woman’s symptoms. But when she left 
she leaned over the bed and said, “I 
will be praying for you.” The invalid 
whispered, “Come again.” 


A Wall Text Opens the Way 


When the teacher called the next time 
she took the prettiest Gospel wall text 
to be found. It read: “The blood of 
Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanseth us 
from all sin.” At the succeeding visit 
the text was seen hanging at the foot 
of the bed where the sick woman could 
see it. Thus encouraged the caller asked 
if she might read a few words from the 
Bible. The invalid nodded, so she read 
a few verses without waiting to hear 
what the others would say. No objec- 
tion was made in the sickroom, but be- 
fore the teacher left the house the mother 
told her that she hated religion. She 
said, “It just makes people miserable.” 
The caller agreed that “religion” had 
sometimes made people miserable, but 
added, “The Lord Jesus Christ is my 
best Friend. It makes people happy to 
know -Him.” No further remark was 
made, and the reading continued with 
the visits. 

The sick woman seemed eager to hear 
God’s Word, but was very weak and 
could stand only short visits. One day 
she seemed to be unconscious, and the 
teacher was about to leave the hotse 
when the mother suddenly said, “You 
pray for her,” and then got down on her 
knees. From that day the mother’s atti- 
tude changed, although she did not con- 
fess Christ until some years later. 

The invalid rallied again, but was 
never able to speak more than a word 
or two. It was evident that she was 
rapidly nearing the other shore, but her 
family would sometimes say, “Oh, she’s 





Most Sunday school teachers realize 
that they should learn something of 
the home life of the members of their 
classes, but many hesitate because 
they do not know how or when to do 
it. As many readers of the Times 
know, Miss Gunderson has written a 
number of articles of special interest 
to Sunday school workers, and she is 
herself a superintendent. In this 
article she relates several encour- 
aging incidents which occurred 
when a group of teachers visited the 
homes of their pupils. 








getting better all the time. It won’t 
be long till she is up and around again.” 
Then she would shake her head, but she 
could not speak. From her eagerness 
to hear the Word of God we felt sure 
that she must have accepted Christ as 
her Saviour. She was so weak it seemed 
unkind to say anything to her that 
needed an answer. One day, when left 
alone with her for a few minutes the 
Sunday school teacher said to her, “I 
almost envy you. I don’t think it will 
be long until you see the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the One who died for us.” The 
invalid’s eyes filled with tears as she 
slightly nodded and smiled. Not long 
after this she passed away. We wished 
she had been able to confess Christ 
audibly. Perhaps we should have made 
more of an effort to get her to do so, 
but we have no doubt she went to be 
with the Lord. Her family knew she 
was saved, too. Her sister said she was 
conscious to the very last, and that she 
smiled just as she died. She added, “I 
didn’t know anyone could die as peace- 
fully as that.” Another sister wrote: 
‘f am trying to live right. I want to 
see my sister again. I do believe in 
Christ our Saviour.” 


“Now Is the Day of Salvation” 


One day a neighbor remarked about 
this woman, “I hear she was converted 
before she diéd.” The teacher replied, 
“I believe she was.” The neighbor’ went 
on, “I don’t have much faith in death- 
bed conversions.” Immediately her 
caller said, “Then you had better get 
converted right now.” The neighbor did 
not say another word. Strange to say, 
she herself was converted, some years 
later, on what we feared would be her 
death-bed. And it was through the visit 
of another Sunday school teacher ! 

Another family, which could by no 
means be induced to attend religious 


* day school at all. 


services, was reached through visiting, 
and transformed by the power of Christ. 
It began with the little boy. Dick was 
very fond of his Sunday school teacher 
although he attended Sunday school very 
irregularly. His parents always tried 
to keep him from attending Sunday 
school, but they did not absolutely for- 
bid it. And since Dick liked his teacher 
and she liked him the family were civil 
when she called. Sometimes they chat- 
ted for several minutes on general 
topics. The teacher wanted to urge them 
to accept Christ but was afraid to do 
so without definite leading, for fear they 
would not allow Dick to come to Sun- 
One evening, when 
the father was telling about a man who 
had wronged him, she said, “I hope he 
will change and do better.” He replied, 
“Oh, nothing could change that fellow.” 
She answered, “The grace of God could.” 
Immediately the atmosphere of the house 
became tense, and soon after the father 
went out. 

Many of the Sunday school pupils in- 
vited their teacher to supper. Dick 
wanted his teacher to come to supper, 
too. For a long time his parents found 
it inconvenient. However, one day Dick 
arrived with a beaming face to give the 
invitation. 


Asking the Blessing at Meals 


Both Dick and his parents knew that 
his Sunday school teacher returned 
thanks before she ate. They also knew - 
that the other people in the community 
asked the teacher to “say the blessing” 
when they invited her to supper. (Some- 
times this was done in a surprising way. 
In one home, as soon as the large, noisy 
family were seated, the mother pounded 
on the table violently with the handle 
of her knife and shouted, “Shut up, 
you kids, while the teacher blesses the 
food!”) But neither Dick’s father nor 
his mother asked her to return thanks. 
Instead of that, when all were seated 
at the table, the father looked at the 
visitor in as friendly a way as he could 
manage and said: “I know some peo- 
ple ask a blessin’ before they eat, but 
we don’t do that here. You’re welcome 
to everything we got in the house, but 
all we have we worked for. We raised 
most everything ourselves, and we don’t 
feel beholden to no one else for it. I don’t 
want no prayin’ in this house.” 

The teacher was puzzled. She wanted 
to tell them that they would have noth- 
ing if God had not given the increase. 
On the other hand, courtesy decrees that 
a man’s wishes should be respected in 
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his own house. As she did not know 
what response to make she sent up a 
telegraphic request for wisdom. The 
answer seemed to be to make no reply, 
but to return thanks as usual, silently 
but yet openly. This was done, and the 
father did not speak again &t the table, 
and went out immediately afterward. 


Not long after, this man was stricken 
with an incurable disease. The teacher 
called again and told him that prayer 
was being offered for him. He replied 
promptly: “Oh, I'll fool the doctors. No 
one can keep me down.” The doctors 
said it was just a matter of time, but 
he refused to believe it. 


On every call after ‘that, the teacher 
said something about the Lord, if it 
were only, “I wish you knew my Sav- 
iour.” 


One day he said something like this: 
“You don’t need to worry about me. 
I’ve been a good man, and always lived 
honest. If there’s a Heaven I'll have 
as good a chance to get in as anyone 
else.” (Unfortunately his neighbors did 
not give such a good account of him. 
More than one of them said that either 
he or his wife could swear for twenty 
minutes without repeating themselves.) 


However, the teacher merely said: 
“You won’t have a chance. There is 
no chance about it. If you have Christ 
as your Saviour you will get to Heaven, 
but if you do not have Christ you will 
not. He is the Way, and He says, ‘No 
man cometh unto the Father, but “by 


me.’” The man did not answer. 
He gradually grew worse. The whole 
Sunday school prayed for him. It 


seemed dreadful that a man known to 
all of us should be headed straight for 
hell. But every time anyone from the 
Sunday school called on him and, said 
anything about his need of a Saviour, 
he either did not answer or else told 
how good he had been. 
he had again said something about his 
honest life, the Sunday school teacher 
said: “Well, you are different from me. 
I knew that I was not good enough for 
God, and that I needed a Saviour. I am 
so glad that I know Christ is my Sav- 
iour and I am on the road to Heaven.” 
He did not, say a word. Suddenly his 
wife burst into tears, saying, “That is 
just what I need!” Oh, the joy in 
Heaven, and on earth, as that lost sheep 
entered the fold! 


Another lady from the Sunday school 
went regularly to read the Bible with 
the wife as she was unable to attend 
Sunday school on account of her hus- 
band’s illness. He did not appear to 
listen, but at least he did not tell them 
to keep still. One day about a month 
after his wife. was saved he overjoyed 
us all by saying: “I want to be saved, 
too. I didn’t use to believe in those 
things, but since I’ve seen the change in 
my wife I know it must be real.” 


From the day he accepted Christ he 


One day after. 
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never swore again, although he suffered 
a great deal. After that visitors could 
often see a large Bible propped up in 
front of him so that he could read a 
few words. Instead of complaining of 
his sufferings he would say how good 
it was of the Lord to save him. Now 
he and his wife liked nothing better 
than “prayin’ in the house.” Often one 
or the other would say, “I never dreamed 
the Lord was so good. I love Him bet- 
ter every day,” or words to that effect. 

One day the father said, “If I could 
only bring someone else to Christ I 
would die happy.” He talked to all his 
visitors of the Lord. A few weeks later 
he went to be with his Saviour. The 
mother and son went away to her people, 
but she kept on writing to us until re- 
cently when she, too, went to be with 
the Lord. The following are extracts 
from some of her letters: 

“Oh, I just can’t realize that it will 
soon be a year since dear old Dad was 
called home to Glory. But how happy 
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it makes me feel when I think of it and 
know that I am going to see him and be 
with him again.” 

“Christmas will soon be here. How 
happy everybody would be if they knew 
Christ our dear Lord as we do! When 
I think of Him it makes me so happy I 
could shout for joy.” 

“God is with me, and whatever hap- 
pens I know will be for the best. He 
knows best and I believe and trust Him 
fully.” 

It is not to be supposed that death 
has come to all homes blessed through 
visiting. A missionary told us that she 
had found it dangerous to write much 
ebout the living saints as Satan always 
seemed to attack them if she did. So 
we chose to tell about these two families 
because the chief characters are safe 
Home. But if these two instances were 
the only ones blessed through visiting 
we would still say that the effort was 
abundantly worth while. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 














The Sunday School as a Field for Evangelism 


A great opportunity to win the children 
for Christ in their early years 


By J. E. Harris 














OT all Sunday school workers, not 

even all pastors, realize that evan- 
gelism is an important part of the work 
of a Sunday school. Many have had no 
vision of the opportunity and respon- 
sibility that soul winning in the Sun- 
day school brings. 

A pastor who had the vision once com- 
plained to me of his inability to bring 
evangelism into the program of his Sun- 
day school because the superintendent 
thought evangelism was something to be 
done in the Sunday evening church serv- 
ice, by evangelistic sermons and appeals, 
and that it had no place in the Sunday 





This is the first of a series of five 
articles by the pastor of the Cres- 
cent Heights Baptist Church, Cal- 
gary, Alberta, whose articles have 
frequently appeared in THE SuNDAY 
ScHoo, Times. Mr. Harris has had 
long practical experience in both 
church and Sunday school work, 
and takes a keen interest in his own 
Sunday school. In the four succeed- 
ing articles Mr. Harris will take up 
the following topics: 


Prerequisites in Sunday School, 
Evangelism 


Methods in Sunday School 
Evangelism 


Securing Pupils’ Decisions 


Building the Converts into the 
Church 
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school. Doubtless’there should be an 
evangelistic emphasis in the preaching 
services, but we must not think that 
sufficient, or that the Sunday school has 
no evangelistic responsibility. 

The Sunday school, of course, is.a 
place for teaching the content of the 
Bible. It is a place for teaching Biblical 
moral standards to the young, but in- 
struction alone is not the only function 
of the Sunday school. Imparting a 
knowledge of Christian moral principles 
is but a part of its task. We leave our 
work half done if we stop there. To 
proclaim the Gospel and to win to Christ 
is also our responsibility in the Sunday 
school, and that requires a place for 
evangelism in every Sunday school. 

1. Every Sunday school worker should 
clearly understand that the Sunday 
school is a proper field for evangelism, 
and that for several reasons. 

For one thing, even young pupils need 
Christ, and have the capacity to re- 
ceive Him. The little ones will quickly 
grow up in sin and be lost, if they are 
not won to Christ. That means we 
must view even our pupils of tender 
years as potentially lost, and therefore 
in need of Christ. 


At an early age the child has the 
capacity to receive the Saviour. Our 
Lord spoke of “little ones that believe 
in me,” and there have been many such. 
Zinzendorf at the age of four entered 
into a covenant with the Lord: Jesus, 
praying, “Be thou mine, dear Saviour, 
and I will be Thine.” Spurgeon insisted 
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that a child of five, if properly taught, 
could as truly believe and be regener- 
ated as an adult. Many Christians seem 
not to realize that, but there is abun- 
dant proof of the early regeneration of 
children. 


But another reason for viewing the 
Sunday school as a proper field for evan- 
gelism is the fact that the mature may 
be won to Christ through the Sunday 
school, It is a mistake to think in terms 
of youth alone, when we think of the 
Sunday school. There is a great oppor- 
tunity to reach adults through adult 
classes. One has only to read such a 
booklet as Fife’s “How to Build a Suc- 
cessful Men’s Bible Class”1 to see what 
an evangelistic opportunity is created 
by having a live class for men. Men 
who might never attend the church serv- 
ices may be attracted to a men’s class 
that has a wide-awake leader and an 
interesting program, and the opportunity 
for winning adults through such classes 
is a splendid one. 


The other reason for considering . 


evangelism a proper part of Sunday 
school endeavor is in the fact that the 
Sunday school is the only contact we 
have with many we should win to Christ. 
In every Sunday school there are those 
who come from homes that send the 
children to Sunday school but who have 
no other contact with the church. These 
are the pupils who are most likely to 
drop out of Sunday school in adolescence. 
We have only a few short years of 
work with them. In many cases if these 
are not won to Christ during that time 
they are not won at all. Most as- 
suredly for them the Sunday school is 
a proper place for evangelism. If we 


do not win them there, we may never 
“win them, for lack of further oppor- 


tunity. 

2. Let us remind ourselves next that 
the Sunday school is the most fruitful 
field of evangelism. It is estimated that 
75 per cent of those who enter the mem- 
bership of Protestant churches come up 
from the Sunday school, so that, as it 
has been well said, “The Sunday school 
of today is the church of tomorrow.” It 
is with our Sunday school pupils that 
we have the greatest success in winning 
the new generation of the church. 

Add to this the further fact that 75 
per cent of all conversions occur before 
the age of twenty, and again the Sunday 
school appears as the most fruitful field 
for soul-winning. More impressionable 
and more responsive, not yet hardened 
in sin and established in habit, our Sun- 
day school youth provide the most fruit- 
ful field of evangelistic effort. There- 
fore, our powers should be brought 
strongly to bear upon winning the young 
in the Sunday school. 

3. Yet, despite all these considerations, 
it has to be said that the Sunday school 
is a neglected field of evangelism. 





2Standard Publishing Co., Cincinnati, Ohio, 
25 cents. 
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Though 75 per cent of the members of 
our churches come to us from the Sun- 
day school, it is a sad and a condemning 
fact that this 75 per cent of the member- 
ship of our churches is only a small per- 
centage of those who have passed 
through our Sunday schools, 10 per cent, 
according to some investigators. Cer- 
tainly we all know from experience that 
a large proportion of Sunday school 
pupils do pass through our hands with- 
out finding Christ, and drop away alto- 
gether from the Christian church. 


* (5) 121 


This is fatal neglect. Fatal for thase 
who might have been won, if they go 
on, as they often do, and never find 
Christ. Fatal, too, for the church, which 
is bound to suffer grave loss through: the 
failure to press the evangelistic appeal 
when it might have yielded the largest 
results. Thereby our churches are rob- 
bed of many who might have been 
brought to Christ and to the church had 
the Sunday school put forth its best 
effort to win them. 


(To be continued) 








Be Courteous Toward 


Important details too often overlooked 
when programs are planned 





the Guest Speaker 
By John R. Martin 

















HENEVER plans are under con- 

sideration for the observance of 
an anniversary, a special day, or some 
other important event outside the regu- 
lar schedule of services, the first prob- 
lem that presents itself is usually: 
“Whom can we get for a speaker?” And 
when that is decided, too often the mat- 
ter is considered entirely settled. But 
there are many other points to be con- 
sidered in connection with securing the 
speaker. 

First of all: What is the nature and 
personnel of your audience? If it is a 
single department of a Sunday school, 
for instance, the audience will nearly 
all be within the same class, both in age 
and experience, If it is a meeting such 
as Rally Day, when all or several de- 
partments are united in one service, the 
ages will probably vary from little tots 
up to adults. The conditions should 
govern the selection of a speaker, for 
not all speakers are able or qualified 
to address all ages in one audience. And 
some who might be very satisfactory for 
a men’s Bible class would not be at all 
appropriate for a group made up of 
Junior boys and girls. 

Second: Whut is the nature of your 
meeting? This, of course, varies with 
the occasion — Rally Day, Easter, Christ- 
mas, Temperance, Missionary, Decision 
Day, and the like. Whatever the event, 
select a speaker suitable for the occa- 
sion. If you have a particular theme, 
motto, day verse, or subject that you 
are emphasizing in the program, tell the 
speaker this, so that he may prepare his 
address in keeping with your thought. 

Third: Plan your program around the 
speaker. If the address is the important 
point of the service (and it usually is), 
see that the hymns, Scripture, and other 
numbers that precede, all *harmonize 
with the subject and lead up to it; and 
those that follow should likewise be 
suitable. Many excellent messages have 
been marred by their surroundings when 
this has been overlooked. 


But there are a number of other things 
to consider in relation to the speaker 
himself. Be sure that he knows the 
nature of the meeting he is asked to 
address, and what is expected of him. 
Send him in advance a copy of the en- 
tire program, so that he may know be- 
fore he arrives just the setting for his 
message. If there are other speakers, 
each should know that, together with 
the names, subjects, order on the pro- 
gram, and the time assigned to each ohe. 
It is a great help to a speaker to be 
present during the entire program, to 
get the “atmosphere” of the service. But 
most speakers are busy people, and 
sometimes have to come from a dis- 
tance. If he can arrive after the open- 
ing and still fill his place satisfactorily, 
it may be well to permit him to do so, 
rather than take more of his time un- 
necessarily. 


Also, let the speaker know just how ‘ 


much time has been allotted to him, and 
then see that he receives it. It is not 
fair to a speaker to crowd the program 
so full that his time is encroached upon 
or greatly shortened. Many unexpected 
things may crop up in a program to 
take up time, and it should be planned 
to be sufficiently elastic to take care of 
these without robbing the guest speaker. 
Another thing,—in planning the pro- 
gram originally, be sure that suitable 
time is assigned; that is, do not allow 
“a speaker only ten minutes for a sub- 
ject that should properly receive at least 
half an hour. . 

If the speaker comes from a distance 
he may be unfamiliar with your com- 
munity. Send him complete (and’ ac- 
curate) directions as to how to reach 
your meeting. Give definite routes of 
travel, and how long it should take him 
to make the trip. If he is coming by 
train, look up the suitabie trains, both 
for his coming and return after the 
meeting; send him a timetable, with the 
trains indicated, so that he may not 
be put to the trouble of getting one and 








~ 
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looking them up himself. If it be neces- 
sary that he stay overnight, suitable ac- 
commodation should be arranged in ad- 
vance, and he should be so notified. 

A great many speakers in Christian 
work cheerfully give their time, and also 
pay their own traveling expenses with- 
out objection, considering it a privilege 
in Christian service. But when inviting 
anyone to speak it is courteous at least 
to offer to cover expenses, especially if 
they are of any considerable amount; 
and the best thing to do is to give him 
an honorarium over and above the ex- 
penses, if the treasury will permit it. 

After you have secured the speaker, 
arranged the program, given him full 
directions for travel, and he has arrived, 
there is another important courtesy to 
extend. When introducing him to the 
audience do not merely say: “Mr. Blank 
will now speak.” The presiding officer 
should give a word of public greeting 
and make a suitable introduction. Even 


though the speaker may be known to 


many, and his name printed on the pro- 
gram, he is entitled to that courtesy. 
And the audience is likewise entitled 
to know who he is, where he is from, 
and why he is there. The facts should 
be ascertained in advance, and stated 
correctly, especially the pronunciation 
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of his name, if it is an unusual one. 
Give his full name, his title, if any, and 
his connections and activities. But do 
this as briefly as possible, for a speaker 
may be embarrassed by too elaborate 
an introduction, and the chairman should 
not take up the time assigned to the 
speaker by any unnecessary preliminary 
remarks of his own, 

After the close of the meeting do not 
forget to thank the speaker for his serv- 
ices. A short note written within a few 
days of the occasion is worth while, 
in addition to the appreciation expressed 
verbally and in a more concrete form. 
This applies not only to speakers but to 
musicians, and any others participating 
in the program. 

Courtesy and thoughtfulness should be 
manifest throughout all Christian activ- 
ities. If a program is planged properly, 
all these things will be taken into con- 
sideration. Young and inexperienced 
people are frequently called upon to 
handle such matters without older guid- 
ance, and a few suggestions as to the 


proper procedure will enable them to: 


avoid unintentional discourtesies and 

embarrassments. As Paul wrote to the 

Corinthians: “Let all things be done 

decently and in order” (1 Cor. 14:40). 
Darsy, Pa. 








Three plans that have been successfully 
used in one class 








Making Review Sunday Interesting 


By Eunice Welch Foster 














XYHEN quarterly review Sunday 
rolled around I felt as if our study 
time was stereotyped and uninteresting, 
so decided to vary my method as much 
as I could, without sacrificing the real 
purpose of emphasizing the lessons and 
teaching of the past three months. The 
innovations which might appeal to other 
teachers of young women’s Bible classes 
were simple, but seemed effective with 
my girls. 

I evolved three plans which I shall 
describe so that they might be used, if 
they seem worth while and effective. 

My first plan was, on the Sunday pre- 
ceding the review, to have on hand slips 
numbered from one to twelve, each bear- 
ing the title of one lesson studied, and 
its connoted Biblical references. I ex- 
plained my plan, and asked for volun- 
teers who would promise to be on hand 
the next week to teach the lesson in- 
dicated on the slip they drew. My girls 
were always co-operative, and the twelve 
slips were quickly distributed, and I 
awaited the next Sunday as eagerly as 
the girls, to see how my scheme worked. 
Each teacher was to give a two-minute 
résumé of the lesson assigned to her, 
and her personal opinion as to its prac- 
tical application to the life of a modern 


twentieth century girl. Occasionally the 
reviewer said frankly she could find 
none; right there the rest of the class 
helped out a bit, and it was certainly 
illuminating to hear the different view- 
points expressed. Since our average at- 
tendance was twenty, that meant that 
many of the girls who had not volun- 
teered to take lessons the Sunday before 
took part freely in the discussion. To 
me, their teacher, it was astonishing, 
revealing, and at times a bit humiliat- 
ing to find what my class membership 
had, or had not, gleaned from that par- 
ticular lesson. 

The second plan was the preparation 
of twelve thought-provoking questions, 
rather than fact-finding ones, one for 
each of the quarter’s lessons. These, 
too, were taken by volunteers who on the 
next Sunday answered them, and then 
there was a subsequent five-minute dis- 
cussion. Needless to say we never had 
time for them all, since we became so 
engrossed that the scant forty-five min- 
utes allatted us for study each week 
then, as often, proved all too brief. Prac- 
tically every girl present,—and our 
maximum attendance was thirty-two, — 
wanted to reply to them. Some won- 
derfully worth-while opinions were ex- 
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pressed, and some _ thought-provoking 
ones instilled into our minds and hearts. 

Our plan of study was always the 
discussion method, but this tying to- 
gether by the girls themselves of the 
underlying purpose of our teaching dis- 


closed meanings new even to me, who) 


had prayerfully, carefully, and thor- 
oughly gone into the subjects, using 
every available lesson help. So I felt 
quite sure they did as much or more 
for the casual student. 


My third plan could of course be used 
only at the end of a quarter when there 
had been a geographical setting or his- 
torical background for the lessons, as in 
the instance of Paul’s missionary jour- 
neys, or the life of one of the Old Testa- 
ment prophets and his work, Then we 
used four wall maps (whichever suited 
our study) which had been beautifully 
made by one of our girls to scale, from 
the four maps I had selected from the 
back of my Bible. One was of Ancient 
Palestine, one of the kingdoms of Judah 
and Israel, one of Palestine in the time 
of Christ’s ministry, and the fourth of 
Paul’s missionary journeys. Somehow 
in orienting the lessons, talking a bit 
about geographical as well as Biblical 
settings made them seem very real, and 
for each lesson of the quarter we re- 
freshed our memory as to those points. 
The maps had been enlarged so that 
they were 30x45 inches, and were ac- 
curate in every detail. We had a black- 
board in our room, too, bought with odd 
pennies dropped into a box over a period 


of weeks by the girls themselves. If one ° 


has a classroom, a blackboard is invalu- 
able not only on review Sunday, but 
every Sunday. Sometimes a word or 
phrase, often a Scripture verse which 
illuminates our study, and, occasionally, a 
quotation sticks in the mind when it en- 
ters by the ear, rather than the eye, and 
it is right there for.each and every one 
to see all during the lesson period. So 
in this third plan I tied up the use of 
the blackboard with the maps, and I really 
believe as we “traveled and looked” (for 
that is what I called this plan to my- 
self), we refreshed our minds and 
strengthened our souls by the thoughts 
we carried away. 

It was more work than a plain ques- 
tion-and-answer review, but the great- 
est value was that the girls themselves 
did the teaching, as well as the discuss- 
ing; no one was embarrassed by her 
ignorance as to facts, so much of the 
work was spontaneous. Last, but by no 
means least, it gave an added zest to 
the weekly lessons, since they were not 
just something to be idly heard, but real 
knowledge to be stored up in our minds 
and applied to everyday living in this 
troubled world. 

Kansas City, Mo. 
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Promotion Cards for Paul 
By Mary Ellen McKee 


AUL came home from Sunday school 

in a most excited mood. Next Sun- 
day was Promotion Sunday he said, and 
Teacher had told his class it was to be 
promoted to a higher department. He 
finished the announcement proudly: “T’ll 
get good grades on my promotion card, 
Mother, because I know the Ten Com- 
mandments, the Beatitudes, and all the 
Golden Texts, and oh, the names of the 
disciples, and a lot of other things Miss 
Judy has taught us.” 

His big Sister Jane laughed, “You 
don’t get a promotion card at Sunday 
school,” she informed him. “It’s only 
at school you get cards. At Sunday 
school they just take you into the Inter- 
mediate Department, show you your 
place, and introduce you to your 
teacher.” 

Paul didn’t like this. His expression 
said so. But he was quiet until Jane 
had gone out of the room. Then he be- 
gan to confide his worries to Mother. 

If he didn’t get a promotion card, how 
would the new teacher know about his 
grades, know whether he was a good or 
poor student, how much he knew “by 
heart,” or that he had been neither tardy 
nor absent last year? 

Mother offered comfort, “Why, Miss 
Judy will tell your new teacher how 
good a pupil you are, I’m sure of that.” 

“But she might forget about me 
being on time and not missing a Sunday 
last year,” he insisted. “And she might 
not have time to tell about the disciples 
and the scrapbook I made.” 

“I think she’ll remember all those, 
dear,” Mother assured him. 

But Paul’s fears were not allayed. And 
the next afternoon he stopped at Miss 
Judy’s home when school was over. He 


asked her about promotion cards and . 


also ‘urged that she remember to tell his 
new teacher about his one hundred per 
cent in attendance. 

When Paul had gone Miss Judy started 
thinking about promotion cards for Sun- 
day school. The longer she thought about 
them the more important it seemed 
to her that she give these little boys 
who were going to a new department 
some sort of promotion card. That night 
she drew ‘an outline for one and ar- 
ranged to have a friend mimeograph 
several copies of it the next day. 

These promotion cards gave the at- 
tendance and punctuality records of the 
boys. They also listed, as far as pos- 
sible, the Bible facts and verses, the spe- 
cial songs and poems they had memo- 
rized, the scrapbooks made, and 
entertainments and programs for special 
Sundays in which they had taken part. 

Carefully she signed each one exactly 
as the schoolteachers did their promotion 
cards. 

“These are for the children,” she told 
her mother, exhibiting them proudly. 
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“But I have a new idea now,—a pro- 
motion card for the teacher, which will 
be more than a replica of these. It will 
tell not only what they have learned, 
but what I feel is still more important, 
facts about the boys. 

“For instance, I would like the new 
teacher to know that Jerry Heustis likes 
to sing; that the best way to keep him 
good during opening exercises is to be 
sure he has a songbook so he’ll sing off 
some of his surplus energy. Of course 
I could tell her all these facts, but she’ll 
remember them better if she has them 
written on cards to survey every once 
in a while. What a help it would be to 
me if I were getting a class from another 
department.” 

The promotion cards were a great help 
to the new teacher. They were more 
than that—a pride and joy not only to 
Paul, but most of the other boys in the 
class. 

Not only Miss Judy, but several other 
teachers in the Norwood Sunday School 
are now keeping records so that they 
can give promotion cards to their pupils 
when they pass them on to another 
teacher. Already they can see the help- 
ful effects on the children, who are 
looking forward to receiving them. Their 
scrapbooks are much better made; their 
memory work is much improved; and 
homework is more readily done. 


TERRE HAUTE, IND. 
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Are Dr. Pace’s 
Cartoons Unscriptural ? 
(Continued from second page) 


letter of severe criticism, of which only 
a few portions are given herewith: 


Surely pictures are of the earth earthy 
and are highly esteemed by the world. 
This brings them under the condemna- 
tion of Luke 16:15, “For that which’ is 
highly esteemed among men is abomina- 
tion in the sight of God.” To use some- 
thing that belongs to the world in the 
Lord’s service brings one under the 
searching light of the words of the risen 
Lord Jesus ,in Revelation 2:20-24, which 
condemn such a union of the church and 
the world and say that those who bring 
the world’s ways into the church have 
known “the depths of Satan.” 

Your testimony leads me to ask you 
to be kind enough to tell me what por- 
tions of God’s Word have made you feel 
that in using pictures you are doing truth 
and that your works “are wrought in 
God” (John 3:21). You did not give any 
Scriptural basis for your work as a Car- 
toonist. The fact that your own conscience 
approves your course does not commend 
it, “All the ways of a man are clean in 
his own eyes.” The fact that a man claims 
to have had deep spiritual experiences 
does not prove that his ways are accord- 
ing to the perfect will of God. Even the 
most spiritual are prone to err. Besides 
aman may be deceived as to his experi- 
ences. The fact that a certain course has 
been widely approved by the professing 
church and by the world may mean it is 
not of God. We are counseled to with- 
draw from those who “consent not to 
wholesome words, even the words of our 
Lord Jesus Christ .. . supposing that gain 
is godliness.” 


* (7) 123 


The Editor replied to this letter in 
part as follows: 


We believe God has greatly blessed Dr. 
Pace’s cartoons, to the saving of souls and 
the strengthening of Christians’ faith, and 
we do not agree that the inferences you 
have drawn from various Scripture pas- 
sages are applicable to his cartoons. It 
is doubtless just a matter on which we 
shall have to “agree to disagree.” 

Dr. Pace is himself a careful and de- 
voted Bible student, accepting the whole 
Bible as the inspired and infallible Word 
of God, and desiring nothing more nor 
less in his life than the will of God. 

We feel that while you have quoted 
various passages, you have not given any 
real, Scriptural reason why the cartoons 
should not be used. There is no authority 
in Scripture for the use of the radio, yet 
God has mightily used it to the salvation 
of souls. There is no sanction in Scrip- 
ture for the use of automobiles, but thou- 
sands of them are properly used in God's 
service. ... The Devil misuses many 
things which are good in themselves, but 
that is not a reason why we should aban- 
don them entirely to his use. 

God has greatly blessed Dr. Pace and 
his work, and we would be glad if you 
could take a little more charitable view 
of it. Dr. Pace combines a very thor- 
ough knowledge of the Word of God with 
a consuming desire to do the will of God. 


A striking example of the streams of 
blessing that may come from a Christian 
picture is given in a footnote in “Memo- 
rials of Frances Ridley Havergal,” by 
her sister, Maria V. G. Havergal, pub- 
lished in 1880, and now out of print. 
Miss Maria Havergal writes: 

“Her well-known hymn, ‘I gave My life 
for thee,’ first appeared in Good Words. 
It was written in Germany, 1858. She 
had come in weary, and sat down oppo- 
site a picture with this motto. At once 
the lines flashed upon her, and she wrote 
them in pencil on a scrap of paper. 
Reading them over, they did not satisfy 
her. She tossed them into the fire, but 
they fell out untouched! Showing them 
some months after to her father, he en- 
couraged her to preserve them, and 
wrote the tune ‘Baca’ specially for them.” 


se 


Dr. Pettingill’s Engagements 


R. WILLIAM PETTINGILL’S ap- 
pointments for the next few months 
are as follows: 
February 15-20.—Calvary Baptist Church, 
Altoona, Pennsylvania. 


February 22-27.—First Baptist Church, At- 
lantic City, New Jersey. 


March 1-8.—Annual Missionary Rally, Cal- 
vary Independent Church, Lancaster, Pennsyl- 
vania. 


March 15-22.—Annual Conference of the 
Waterloo Bible Conference Association, Water- 
loo, Iowa. 


March 22 to May 31, ten weeks daily broad- 
cast over Hilmore Cedarholm’s network of 34 
stations from Waterloo, Iowa. 

On Easter Sunday morning, April 5, 
Dr. Pettingill is to be the speaker at the 
annual service in Soldier Field, Chicago. 
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LESSON 9. MARCH 1. THE PARABLES BY THE SEA 
International Uniform Lesson.—Matt. 13; Mark 4:1-34; Luke 8:1-18, printed, Matt. 13:44-50; Mark 4:26-32 
Golden Text.—Never man spake like this man.—John 7:46 




















The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Matt. 13:44-50; Mark 4:26-32 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Matt. 13:44 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure 
hid in a field; the which when a man hath found, he. hideth, 
and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth 
that field. 

45 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, 
seeking goodly pearls: 

46 Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and 
sold all that he had, and bought it. 

47 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was 
cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind: 

48 Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat down, 
and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad away. 

49 So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall come 
forth, and sever the wicked from among the just, 

50 And shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall 
be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

Mark 4°6 And he said, So is the kingdom of God, as if a man 
should cast seed into the ground; 

27 And should sleep, and rise night and day, and the seed 
should spring and grow up, he knoweth not how. 

28 For the earth bringeth forth fruit of herself; first the blade, 
then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear. 

29 But when the fruit is brought forth, immediately he putteth 
in the sickle, because the harvest is come. 

30 And he said, Whereunto shall we liken the kingdom of 
God? or with what comparison shall we compare it? 

31 It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when it is sown 
in the earth, is less than all the seeds that be in the earth: 

32 But when it is sown, it groweth up, and becometh greater 
than all herbs, and shooteth out great branches; so that the 
fowls of the air may lodge under the shadow of it. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Matt. 13:44 The kingdom of heaven is like unto a treasure 
hidden in the field; which a man found, and hid; and ‘in his 
joy he goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field. 

45 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is 
a merchant seeking goodly pearls: 46 and having found one pearl 
of great price, he went and sold all that he had, and bought it. 

47 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a 2 net, that was 
cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind: 48 which, when it 
was filled, they drew up on the beach; and they sat down, and 
gathered the good into vessels, but the bad they cast away. 49 So 
shall it be in * the end of the world: the angels shall come forth, 
and sever the wicked from among the righteous, 50 and shall 
cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be the weeping 
and. the gnashing of teeth. 


Mark 4:26 And he said, So is the kingdom of God, as if a man 
should cast seed upon the earth; 27 and should sleep and rise 
night and day, and the seed should spring up and grow, he 
knoweth not how. 28 The earth ‘beareth fruit of herself; first 
the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear.. 29 But 
when the fruit °is ripe, straightway he *putteth forth the sickle, 
because the harvest is come. : 

30 And he said, How shall we liken the kingdom of God? or 
in what parable shall we set it forth? 31 7It is like a grain of 
mustard seed, which, when it is sown upon the earth, though 
it be less than all the seeds that are upon the earth, 32 yet when 
it is sown, groweth up, and becometh greater than all the herbs, 
and putteth out great branches; so that the birds of the heaven 
can lodge under the shadow thereof. 


10Or, for joy thereof. *Gr., drag-net. *Or, the consumma- 
tion of the age. ‘Or, yieldeth. *Or, alloweth. *Or, sendeth 
forth. 7*Gr., As unto. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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are millions more who give Him lip which is the world (Matt. 13:38). At 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


N THESE parables our Lord set forth 
I the condition which He saw the 

Kingdom would take on earth as a 
result of His rejection. This was all 
foreknown to God and provided for. 
Christ, refused by the leaders of the 
nation of Israel, by His sacrificial death 
upon the cross made propitiation for 
sin (Acts 2:23; 1 John 4:10), and then, 
as the rejected man, left this scene, 
ascending to Heaven, where He sits ex- 
alted at God’s right hand. The King- 
dom of the prophets is in abeyance until 
His promised return to build again the 
tabernacle of David, which is fallen 
down (Acts 15:16), but during His per- 
sonal absence the Holy Spirit has come 
in a new way as the Comforter to en- 
able His servants to preach the Word 
in convicting power (John 16:7-11). 
Wherever the Gospel is carried, it is 
the seed of the Kingdom (Luke 8:11). 
As a result we see in the world today 
a great body of people who recognize in 
the Lord Jesus earth’s rightful King, 
and give Him heart allegiance. There 


service and in an outward way own 
His authority, though their hearts are 
far from Him. These together consti- 
tute the Kingdom in its mystical form 
(Matt. 13:11). 


The Historical Setting 


As our Lord went about throughout 
all Galilee, it became more and more 
evident that the leaders of the people 
were determined to refuse the message 
He brought. With sorrow He pronounced 
woes upon the cities wherein most of 
His mighty works had been done. Later 
the leaders crossed the dead line by their 
blasphemy in attributing the work of 
the Holy Spirit to the prince of the 
demons. It was following this that Jesus 
made known the form the Kingdom 
would take in His absence. The time 
was in the latter part of A. D. 28, and 
the place the shore of the Sea of Gal‘lee. 


Verse by Verse 


Matt. 13:44—“The kingdom of heaven 
is like unto treasure hid in a field.” 
From of old, Israel was God’s special treas- 
ure (Exod. 19:5). The Lord Himself 
is represented by the man who found 
and hid this treasure. -At Calvary He 
sold all that He had and bought the field, 


present the treasure remains hidden. 
When Israel turns to the Lord they will 
be manifested as Jehovah’s peculiar 
treasure (Mal. 3:17, R. V.), and through 
them blessing will come to all the Gen- 
tile nations. . 
Verse 45.—“Like unto a merchant man, 
seeking goodly pearls.” Again the seeker 
is Christ, who came from the throne 
of Glory to this poor world, seeking for 
jewels to adorn His crown forever. 
Verse 46.—“One pearl of great price.” 


_This is the Church, which is of supreme 


value in His eyes, for which He gave 
Himself. At the cross He “sold all that 
he had, and bought it.” There He liter- 
ally impoverished Himself to purchase 
the Church as His own choice pearl 
(Eph. 5:25; 2 Cor. 8:9). Many think of 
salvation as the pearl and the sinner 
as the merchantman, but that is to invert 
completely the message of the Gospel. 


Verse 47.—“The kingdom of heaven is 
like unto a net.” It is literally a drag- 
net. This well illustrates the present 
work of the professing church when vast 
numbers of both saved and lost are 
gathered in from the. waters of the 
nations (Rev. 17:15) and are numbered 


among the professors of faith in Christ. 
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Lesson for March 1 


It will also have its counterpart in the 
far-reaching ministry of the remnant of 
Israel in the days of the Great Tribula- 
tion. 

Verse 48.—“Gathered the good into 
vessels, but cast the bad away.” When 
the dragnet is full it is drawn to shore, 
and the good and bad fishes are sep- 
arated from each other. This depicts 
what will transpire at the end of the age. 

Verse 49.—“So shall it be at the end of 
the age” (margin). It is not the end 
of the world that is in view, but 
the consummation of the present age 
of grace, immediately preceding the 


_ushering in of the age of the Kingdom 


in full manifestation. 

Verse §0.—“Wailing and gnashing of 
teeth.” The last expression shows that 
judgment does not necessarily produce 
repentance. When the final separation 
takes place the false professors will be 
east away in judgment, which results in 
wailing because of the suffering, but 
gnashing of teeth because of their hatred 
against God and His Christ (Psa. 35:16; 
Lam. 2:16). 


Mark 4:26.—“So is the kingdom of God, 
as if a man should cast seed into the 
ground.” This is the first figure used 
by the Lord in Matthew 13:3 and again 
in verse 24 of that chapter. . It sets forth 
the work of the Lord and His servants 
in sowing the good seed of the Gospel 
as they proclaim His message to man- 
kind. 


Verse 27.—“The seed should spring and 
grow up, he knoweth not how.” The 
process of fructification and growth must 
be ever a mystery to the human mind, 
and so with the work of the Spirit in 
the heart of a man as He uses the Word 
to produce the new life. 


Verse 28.—“First the blade, then the 
ear, after that the full corn in the ear.” 
No one can explain nature’s mysterious 
processes, nor can anyone understand 
just how spiritual growth and develop- 
ment take place, but when the Word 
is received in the heart, He who has 
begun the good work will perfect it 
unto the day of Christ (Phil. 1:6). 


Verse 29.—“When the fruit is brought 
forth, ... the harvest is come.” He who 
caused the seed to produce will garner 
the harvest when the work in each soul 
has been completed. 


Verse 30.—‘Whereunto shall we liken 
the kingdom of God?” It is in Matthew 
only that we get the expression “king- 
dom of heaven.” It refers to Heaven’s 
rule over earth. The other Synoptics 
use the term “kingdom of God.” Yet 
the two are not exactly synonymous, 
but suggest different aspects of the same 
Kingdom. The Kingdom of God is some- 
what wider in its application than the 
Kingdom of Heaven. The latter is never 
used of the final Kingdom, while the 
former is. 


Verse 31.—“Like a grain of mustard 
seed.” The mustard seed is exceedingly 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


Last Week’s Lesson 


8. February 22.—Jesus Appoints and 
Teaches the Twelve ..Mark 3:13-19; 
Matthew 5 to 7; Luke 6:12-49 





9. March 1.—The Parables by the Sea. 
Matthew 13; Mark 4:1-34; Luke 8:1-18 

10. March 8.—Discovering Why People 

Drink Beverage Alcohol .Genesis 43: 

34; Psalm 104:14, 15; Proverbs 31: 

4-7; Ecclesiastes 2:1-3, 10, 11; Isaiah 
56:12; 1 Corinthians 10:6, 7 

11. March 15.—The Mighty Works of 

Jesus . Matthew 8:23-34; 
Mark 4:35-41; Luke 8:26-56 








minute, a single seed being hardly dis- 
cernible. This aptly illustrates the mes- 
sage of the Kingdom. In the beginning 
it seemed hardly worthy of notice, and 
by the great ones of earth was treated 
with utter contempt, yet how great has 
been its effect upon the world! 


Verse 32.—‘When it is sown, it groweth 
up, ... the fowls of the air may lodge 
under the shadow of it.” This is the 
present Kingdom in its outward aspect. 
Christendom is something to be reckoned 
with. Kingdoms and empires have risen 
and passed away, but the professing 
Christian Church abides and will remain 
until the end of the age. It has become 
a mighty power in the earth, so that 
even corrupt men. seek its shelter. The 
fowls of the air represent the emissaries 
of Satan (Matt. 13:4, 19; Rev. 18:2). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The Kingdom promised to Israel by 
the prophets depended upon the recep- 
tion of the King by the chosen nation. 
In rejecting Him they lost their oppor- 
tunity, and so the Kingdom was taken 
from them (Matt. 21:43). When they 
turn to the Lord, He will appear in 
glory, and all things concerning the 
Kingdom will be fulfilled. In the mean- 
time, as the Word of the Kingdom is 
proclaimed, there will arise a mixed 
group who profess to own the authority 
of the Lord Jesus. These constitute 
the Kingdom of mystery. It is a wider 
sphere than the Church, inasmuch as 
it includes both true and false profes- 
sors. The separation of the two groups 
will take place at the end of the age, 
after which the Kingdom of the Son 
of man will be established over all the 
earth. 


A Lesson Outline 


THE MYSTERIES OF THE KINGDOM 
(Matthew 13) 
1. The Word of the Kingdom sown (vs. 
3-23) 
2. The tares among the wheat (vs. 24- 
30, 36-43) 
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3. The mustard seed: the development of 
the Kingdom outwardly (vs. 31, 32) 

4. The leaven: the hidden working of 
evil (v. 33) 

5. The hid treasure: the nation of Israel 
(v. 44) 

6. The pearl of great price: the Church 
(vs. 45, 46) 

7. The dragnet: the universal call of the 
Gospel and the response (vs. 47-50) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Kingdom of God, and of Heaven. 
We are told that God’s Kingdom rules 
over all (Psa. 22:28) and is from age 
to age (Dan. 4:3). This is called in 
the New Testament the Kingdom of God. 
The expression is never found in the 
older revelation. It takes on different 
forms at different times. During the 
present age it is designated in Matthew, 
and there only, the Kingdom of Heaven. 
The King is seen as rejected by men 
and having returned to Heaven, from 
which place He directs His saints on 
earth, who go forth disseminating the 
Word of the Kingdom and thus causing 
a vast throng of mankind to own Him, 
at least outwardly, as earth’s rightful 
King. When He returns He will gather 
out of His Kingdom all who are unreal, 
and those who are genuine will have 
their part either in the heavenly or the 
earthly sphere of the Kingdom of the 
Son of man, which will be the aspect 
taken by the Kingdom of God in the 
Millennial Age. 

Building the Kingdom. This is an ex- 
pression in common use, but never found 
in Scripture. We are commissioned to 
preach the Gospel to every creature and 
when men believe the message they be- 
come members of the Church, the body 
of Christ. As such they are in the King- 
dom of Heaven also, but our primary 
object is to lead them to recognize Jesus 
as Saviour and Lord. 


Applications and Summaries 


The seed, we are told, is the Word. 
Just as the farmer sows the seed in 
faith, though not understanding how it 
is made to germinate and grow, so we 
are to proclaim the Gospel, and we can 
count upon the Holy Spirit to use it in 
producing the new life in those who re- 
ceive it in faith. 

A kingdom implies a king. God’s 
King is rejected by the world. But 
believers own Him as the earth’s right- 
ful Sovereign, and so are now called 
upon to yield obedience to His author- 
ity. Let us beware of calling Him Lord 
while slighting His commands. 

No one can enter the Kingdom of God 
in reality except by new birth. But 
many profess allegiance to the absent 
King who have never yielded their 
hearts to Him. These are in the sphere 
of the Kingdom, but are not actually of 
it. Let us be sure our faith and pro- 
fession are real. 


CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, — Dr. Ironside, Mrs. 
Low, and Mrs. Borchardt. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to differ- 
ent members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


HAT is a parable? 

2. Did Christ desire to hide truth 

from the people in giving them the 
parables? (Matt. 13:13.) 

3. Why did the Lord Jesus use parables? 

4. When did the Lord Jesus begin to speak 
of the mysteries of the Kingdom? 

5. In what sense are these parables mys- 
teries? 

6. What form was the Kingdom to take 
after Christ’s rejection? 

7. What great principle of the Gospel is 
demonstrated in the parable of the sower? 
(Mark 4:26-30.) 

8. What is remarkable about the parable 
recorded in Mark 4:26-29? 


9. What is the value of Christian fiction? 


10. How may we spread the truths of 
God’s Word through illustration? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 132 of this issue. 


ye 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dol- 

lars for the best one each week. But readers 
are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet ex- 
plaining the conditions of this department. The 
full list of lessons for the year, with this leaf- 
let, will be sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure 
to note the conditions means that good illus- 
trations are constantly having to be rejected by 
the editors, which might otherwise 
able. 

Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


A Servant Like His Master.—Never 
man spake like this man (Golden Text). 
That is a beautiful testimony which a 
Glasgow blacksmith gave concerning the 
saintly Dr. Norman McLeod: “He never 
came into my shop without talking to 
me as if he had been a blacksmith all 
his life; but he never went away with- 
out leaving Christ in my heart.”— From 
the United Presbyterian. Sent by M. 
H. James, Toronto, Can. 


e avail- 


Well-Scattered Treasure. — Treasure 
hid in a field (Matt. 13:44). God said 
time and time again that He would scat- 
ter Israel among all the nations of the 
earth, and I have taken pains to ascer- 
tain whether there are Israelites to be 
found in the most remote parts of the 
earth. I asked Dr. Peck whether there 
were Israelites among the Eskimos in 
the Arctic Circle and he told me there 
were quite a number of them. I asked 
Dr. Crawford, who worked in Central 
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Africa, and he said he had found them 
there. I asked Dr. Hudson Taylor 
whether there were any in China, and 
he said there were many of them. I 
have yet to find the country where there 
are no Israelites. You will remember 
Christ’s own parable about the hid 
treasure, how a certain man found a 
treasure in a field and then he did a 
very remarkable thing, he went'and hid 
it in the field again, and then bought 
the field to get the treasure out of it. 
That treasure is Israel—From Canon F. 
E. Howitt. Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, 
Can. 


An Indian Prince’s Decision.—The 
kingdom of heaven is like unto a mer- 
chant man, ... who, when he had found 
one pearl of great price, went and sold 
all that he had, and bought it (v. 45). 
Bor Sing, heir of the Rajah of Cherry, 
India, was converted. He was warned 
that in joining the Christians he would 
forfeit the right to the throne of Cherry 
after the then ruling Prince. After the 
death of Rham Sing, the chiefs of the 
tribes met and unanimously decided that 
Bor Sing was hot entitled to succeed him 
as his Christian profession stood in the 
way. Messenger after messenger was 
sent, urging him to recant, and they 
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would all acknowledge him as king. His 
answer was: “Put aside my Christian 
profession? I can put aside my head- 
dress or my cloak, but as for the cove- 
nant I have made with my God I cannot 
for any consideration put that aside.” 
Afterward, although impoverished by 
litigations, he still stood true— From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by E. 
M. James, Toronto, Can. 


Which Door?—And shall cast them into 
the furnace of fire (v. 50). George 
Whitefield, while preaching once on the 
text, “The door was shut,” had two flip- 
pant young men in his congregation. 
One was heard to say to the other in 
mirth, “What if the door be shut? Another 
will open!” Mr. Whitefield said later in 
the sermon, “It is possible that there 
may be someone here who is careless and 
trifling, and says, ‘What matter if the 
door be shut? Another will open!’” The 
two young men looked at each other in 
alarm. Mr. Whitefield proceeded: “Yes, 
ancther door will open. It will be the 
door to the bottomless pit—the door to 
hell !"—Sent by Emily McFarland, New- 
ark, Ohio. Prize illustration. 

Be Sure of Your Seed.—As if a man 
should cast seed into the ground (Mark 
4:26). Someone at a big seed ware- 
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Lesson for March 1 


house in England was shown a number of 
small, round seeds under a strong mag- 
nifying glass. To him they seemed all 


alike. But some of them, he was told, 
were seeds of clover, and others the seeds 
of a noxious plant which, if planted with 
the clover, would spring up, twirl itself 
around the clover plants, and squeeze the 
life out of them. The counterfeits must 
be sorted out before the seed can be 
allowed to leave the warehouse. A seed- 
man’s reputation depends chiefly upon 
the purity of his merchandise. In the 
preparation of the spiritual seed for 
heathen lands how essential to secure 
a rendering that can be read not by 
scholars only but by ordinary folk, and 
that at the same time faithfully reflects 
the meaning and spirit of the original 
text!—From the Glory of the Garden. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. 


How the Word Was Cut into His Heart. 
—And the seed should spring and grow 
up, he knoweth not how (v. 27b). When 
the Christians in Lahore, India, wanted to 
stamp Matthew 11:28 on the back of 
Gospels they had printed, they found 
they could not obtain a rubber stamp 
with which to do it. The only way to 
obtain this stamp with the words of 
the Lord Jesus on it, “Come unto me, 
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest,” was to get a 
clever Mohammedan to cut the words in 
rubber for them. This follower of the 
false prophet did a good job for the 
saints. He also cut according to instruc- 
tions the address of the church in the 
rubber. But while the Indian was do- 
ing his work on the soft rubber, God 
by His Spirit was doing a work in the 
heart of this Oriental. What was ‘the 
surprise and joy of the missionary when 
the rubber stamp was finished to hear 
the Mohammedan say: “While I was 
cutting those words in the rubber, God 
was cutting them in my heart.”—From 
Good News. Sent by Mrs. Robert Vin- 
ing, Piedmont, W. Va. 


Mixed Audiences.—But when it is 
sown, it groweth -up, and becometh 
greater than ail herbs, and shooteth out 
great branches; so that the fowls of the 
air may lodge under the shadow of it 
(v. 32). A number of years ago I was 
invited by a very godly: minister to 
address his congregation on a certain 
Lord’s Day. I said to him, “Doctor, when 
I come to speak to your people, what 
kind of audience will I address? Will 
they be mainly your own members, all 
Christian people, or many strangers and 
possibly unconverted pegple?” I can 
still see the tears that came into his eyes 
as he said, seriously and solemnly, “Well, 
my brother, I think that most of them 
will be our own people; but I am afraid 
that very few of our own members are 
Christians. Therefore, I hope you will 
come to us with a clear, definite Gospel 
message, and I shall be praying that God 


may use it for the awakening and the 
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salvation of many of our people.” What 
a solemn thing to have to make a con- 
fession like that! And yet is it not true 
in many places today? We take too 
much for granted when we suppose that 
membership in a Christian church means 
that one is really a child of God. There 
must be a second birth; there must be 
personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
—From “Addresses on First Corinthians,” 
by Dr. H. A. Ironside. Sent by Mrs. 
Robert Vining, Piedmont, W. Va. 


wg 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Daniel Webster’s Farming.—The king- 
dom of heaven is like unto a net, that 
was cast into the sea. (Matt. 13:47). This 
simile should arrest the attention, very 
emphatically, of those who contend that 
all shall be saved, in some way or other. 

When the net is cast all kinds of fish 
are taken, but our Lord tells us that 
only the good are preserved, and the 
bad are cast away, and are worthless as 
an article of food to enter into the body 
of men, 

In a life of Danie! Webster it is stated 
that Webster made money in farming by 
buying poor land, at a small price, near 
the sea. Then making an arrangement 
with the fishermen by which they 
brought him, at a small price, the worth- 
less fish. These he laid in the furrows 
of his land, and in that way brought it 
up to a high degree of fertility. That 
is to say, there are certain fish in the 
sea, which are called “menhaden.” As 
fish they are so bony they are worth- 
less for everything except such oil as 
they might contain and for fertilizer. 

I think all of us know “menhaden” 
kind of people, and we often wonder 
what in the world will become of them. 
However, they can be transformed, like 
Daniel Webster’s fish, and become, as it 
were, great fields of waving grain. 

The Lord Jesus, in teaching his dis- 
ciples, said to them, “I will make you 
fishers of men”: (Matt. 4:19). Ever since 
His disciples have been fishing for men, 
and they have had many great catches, 
and in the catch they have had those 
which have turned out to be unfit for 
the Master’s use, and so have made their 
way into the factory for their oil, or 
into the furrow for fertilizer, so to speak 
—meaning they have deliberately 
thrown themselves among the rejects. 
Or, as Scripture has it, the “bad.” 


Never Too Old to Grow.—The seed 
should .... grow up, he knoweth not 
how (Mark 4:27). There are many 
things in the. world that are so common- 
place and familiar that we do not appre- 
ciate the wonder .of.the miracle in them. 
The matter of- growth is one of these 
things. We knows how things grow? 
The Professor cannot tell us. No one 
é¢an tell us, because no one but God 
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Himself knows how things grow, just as 
our Lord intimates here in this text. 

Some years ago when the mummy of 
one of the kings of Egypt was opened 
they found in his dried hand some grains 
of wheat. The scientists took these 
grains of wheat and got some pulverized 
quartz, feldspar, mica, iron, and other 
disintegrated minerals, which of course 
is what we call soil, and they dropped 
in the 3,000-year-old grains of wheat. 
They applied water to the earth and 
let the sun warm it up. - Presently there 
was the blade peeping out of the earth, 
then the ear, and then the full corn 
(wheat) in the ear. In that 3,000-year- 
old little grain there was something we 
call life, and when the conditions were 
provided that life started out to pro- 
duce other life, and to produce it abun- 
dantly. 

No power on earth knows how those 
little grains of wheat grew under the 
familiar circumstances just stated. 

When I was a boy on the farm I used 
to hear them talk much about a new 
wheat called Mediterranean Wheat. I 
am wondering if this Mediterranean 
Wheat could have been the descendant 
of those few grains found in the hand 
of the Pharaoh. If so, there is one sam- 
ple of plant life that has not evoluted 
in 3,000 or more years. . 

All around us every day are thou- ° 
sands and tens of thousands of things 
busily growing, and yet, as the Lord 
says, no one knows how. So in spite 
of ourselves we have to trust in Provi- 
dence. 


Hidden Treasures.—The kingdom of 
heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field 
(Matt. 13:44). Our Lord, who came 
from Heaven and knows just what sort’ 
of desirable place it is, exhausts meta- 
phors in His desire to encourage all 
the children of men to acquire a man-. 
sion in this heavenly Kingdom. In the 
present verse He refers to treasures hid 
in a field. 

This is a simile that all those who live 
in America should understand and ap- 
preciate and take to heart, because in 
what field of the world are there more 
treasures hid than here in America? We 
have the great treasure of coal,—the 
black diamonds,— which the early set- 
tlers of this country thought were just 
black, unpromising stones, until the re- 
markable Benjamin Franklin found that 
to get heat out of them they had to be 
handled in a different way than the 
sticks of wood on andirons. 

Then there are the great treasures in 
oil, sometimes called “liquid gold.” Our 
great copper mines, the great iron ore 
mines up the Duluth way, where they 
scoop up the ore in great steam shovels 
five tons at a shovelful. Then the gold 
and silver. In fact, the U. S. A. is a 
great, wide, spreading field in which are 
hidden treasures. 

We have everything of importance ex- 
cept three — manganese, to mix with our 
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iron to: make the best steel; tin, to mix 
with our copper, to make bronze; mer- 
cury to make thermometers, for one 
thing, and for countless other things, 
both in the sciences and the arts. These 
are likely hidden along with many other 
minor minerals waiting discovery. 

Our Lord tells us, in effect, that if we 
can estimate the riches of these treas- 
ures which our fields hold we might be 
able to estimate the treasures in the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
as.we study Thy Word we realize anew how 
very simple are its illustrations, and how 
very deep the truths that it conveys. We are 
n6t dealing with superficial matters just on 
the surface of life, but in our study we seek 
to follow the Lord Jesus as He gave forth 
these parables and their explanation whenever 
He threw light upon them. May we not 
take them lightly in our understanding of 
them, but give prayer and study to-the mean- 
ing of them as applied to the life that we 
are calied upon to lead. Open our eyes that 
we may see the truth as we consider the 
precious character, of* the words that came 
from our Saviour to the plain or the more 
cultivated people around Him. We ask this 
in His name. Amen. 

After the Lesson—We do not have 
time in a brief platform talk at the close 
of our Sunday school hour to take up 
each parable by itself, but rather to 
approach them all in our thinking with 
the assurance that there is something in 
each parable of great consequence to 
those of us who want to know just the 
meaning of the Lord’s words. Here are 
great illustrations so simple in their lan- 
guage, so real in the surroundings of the 
people to whom these words were 
spoken, that unless our Lord wished to 
conceal a truth for further study on the 
part of His hearers, what He said to them 
was as clear as the daylight if He wished 
it to be so. He spoke these parables in 
the cases where they were able to un- 
derstand the truth, but not without some 
effort on their part. What a privilege 
it is today to have His words before us, 
the meaning of which may well occupy 
our thought as we ponder them and 
carry them into the life that He would 
wish us to live! Let us pray. 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments; for the writers of 
lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two papers. 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: A Treasure Hunt. 


Discussion: Let the fellows tell of in- 
stances in which they have very earnestly 
sought for something and found it. 


Objective: The value Christ set on us. 











AY, fellows, I suppose every fellow 

has played at treasure hunting. It 
is a game of fascinating interest, espe- 
cially if the “treasure” is of real value, 
and you know that it is somewhere to 
be found if you look with care and dili- 
gence. Then what a thrill of excitement 
and pleasure when you discover it! 

Now here is one of our Lord’s unique 
parables in which He deals with that sort 
of interest—an interest which is very 
human, not-only for young people, but 
older as well. Whenever we grow old 
enough to lose the zest of seeking for 
something, we’re just about through. 

There are five of these wonderful par- 
ables in the lesson text for today, so full 
of direct and suggestive teaching that I 
do not see how any teacher will be 
able to treat them all for you in the 
brief time allotted for the lesson in class, 
except in a most fragmentary and there- 
fore unsatisfactory way. So I am con- 
fining this treatment to the “Treasure 
Hunt.” 

Our Lord stated at the beginning of 
the parable that it was to teach what 
the Kingdom of Heaven is like. A man 
finds a hidden treasure in a field. It 
must have been very valuable, for he 
did much to secure it as his own. He 
hid it again, then “for joy thereof” he 
went and sold all his property that he 
might buy the field. It is a very brief 
story, but it carries a world of meaning 
for lost sinners—and that is the class 
which includes all who do not believe 
in Jesus Christ as Saviour. .Dr. Sco- 
field, in his most helpful footnotes in 
the Scofield Reference Bible, says the 
man in the parable who found the hid- 
den treasure is not the sinner who is 
seeking Christ, for the seeking sinner 
does not “buy” Jesus Christ, nor does 
the sinner have anything to sell, nor is 
Jesus Christ for sale (He is a gift), nor 
is He hidden in a field; nor, having found 
Christ, does the sinner hide Him again. 
At every point, he says, that interpre- 
tation breaks down. But rather, the 
Lord Himself is the buyer of the field 
(which is the world), and He purchases 
it at the awful cost of His own blood. 

And who is the “treasure”? Dr. Sco- 
field goes on to say that the “treasure” 
is Israel; but it is also sometimes taken 
to mean any sinner; it may mean “you.” 
Think of it! He came “to seek and to 
save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10). 
When we take a frank look at ourselves, 
and see what sinners we are in thought 
and word and deed, it is difficult to 
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place any real value on ourselves.. But 
when we look at ourselves in the light 
of the price which the Lord Jesus paid 
to redeem us, our value (because of 
Him) takes a great leap upward. 

I know of a beautiful solid walnut 
door,—the front door to a church, — 
which was redeemed from the mudsills, 
— great hewn walnut logs,—the mud- 
sills of a distillery. I have passed in and 
out of that door many times. I know 
a besotted sinner, a drunkard who beat 
up his wife and his children. This man 
was sought out and redeemed by the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and became the tem- 
vie of the Holy Spirit, a devoted servant 
of his Lord. 

Treasure hunting: Has the Lord found 
you? 

Avon Park, F1a. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories * 
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Lesson for March 1 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


OW many followers or fishers for 

the Lord Jesus do we have here 
today? If you are either or both, print 
an F on the nail of the fourth finger 
of your paper “hand.” Write last Sun- 
day’s Memory Verse on the finger; and 
on the back, list ways in which you 
“followed” this week, and the names of 
any pupils whom you, as a “fisher,” 
brought to Sunday school. Do you wish 
you could follow the Lord as a preacher 
or a missionary in far lands? 

Last Sunday we had a story of the 
Lord talking with His chosen apostles 
on a mountainside. (Attach a picture to 
the map.) What were their names? What 
did He tell them? (Read the Beatitudes 
and drill on the first three.) Today we 
have a story of the Lord talking with 
people by the seaside. He is telling 
stories this time. 

Set a kernel of corn (or a bean), a 
can with.a growing blade of corn, and 
an ear of corn or a picture of one, be- 
fore the pupils. A seed catalogue or 
the wrapper on a tin can will supply 
a picture. Tell or read from the Bible 
the story of Mark 4: 26-29. 

Why did the Lord tell this story? It 
has a hidden meaning. Before we tal 
about the hidden meaning, let’s look at 
our growing corn again. We might call 
it Maizie. I planted the seed from which 
Maizie grew some time ago. At first I 
couldn’t see any difference in this can 
of dirt, but after a while a little tip of 
yellow appeared. It grew slowly and 
turned green. Then more leaves came. 
As Maizie got bigger, it looked more 
like corn and not like’a bean or a to- 
mato. 

But little Maizie says, “I get so tired 
of just drinking up water and minerals 
from the dirt in this can, and sitting in 
the sunshine without anything much 
happening. I want to do something big 
like raising ears of corn as the big corn 
stalks in the cornfields do.” But, Maizie, 
you aren’t big enough yet to have an 
ear of corn. You are still a child corn, 
not a grown-up one. Some day, if you 
keep on drinking up water and feeding 
on the minerals from the soil, and get 
plenty of good soil and sunshine, you 
may have several ears of corn. But 
right ‘now, how could your little stem 
hold up a big ear of corn? I am sure 
God knew the best way for corn chil- 
dren to grow. 

“The seed is the word of God” (Luke 
8:11). If this seed:has really been 
planted in your heart, little by little it 
will grow up and show itself more and 
more by what you do and how you talk 
(Prov. 20:11). Just as we can tell little 
Maizie from Beannié, so people will be 
able to tell whether a Christian life 
or a selfish life or a devilish life is grow- 
ing in your “tin can.” 

I have heard child humans talk like 
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Maizie. “Oh, Aunt Ruth, I’m so thrilled help you.” “No, you can help most by 
that your class is coming here this aft- dusting the other room while I mop this 


ernoon. I want to do all I can to help one.” “But, Aunt Ruth, it’s no fun to 
you,” said Margaret. “That’s fine. Here’s dust; I want to mop.” 
the dust cloth—” “Can’t I mop the You remember that last week we 


floor? I’d like to so much, and it would’ talked about following our Leader, not 











Opens for you matchless 


resources of sacred song. 


TABERNACLE HYMNS [,..... 


NUMBER FOUR 


% Richer and fuller in its scope and Advantages 
treatment of foundation truths than its pee Beene et — 
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favorites’, many new numbers, and songs tan + op gama 


revived to meet present evangelical needs. 
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acter of binding and you 
will be convinced of its 
surpassing worth. Satis- 
fies young and old— 
trained musicians, pas- 
tors,churchmembersand 
Sunday School children. 


TABERNACLE 
PUBLISHING 
COMPANY 
352-B2 N. Waller Ave., Chicago, Ill. 


TABERNACLE PUBLISHING CO. 
352-82 North Waller Ave., Chicago, Illinois 


Gentlemen: Our church needs new song books. 
Please send me Free sample of your new and 
beautiful ‘“Tabernacle Hymns Number Four.”’ 
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Easter Catalog Ready 
Communion Services, Bulletins, 
Easter Story in Flannelgraph Pictures, 
Posters, Services, 

Easter Story Color Books—1l5c each 
EVERYTHING FOR THE CHURCH 
Write for Catalog 








WILLIAM H. DIETZ, 10 S. Wabash Ave. Dept. 16 


Chicago, Illinois 





Summer School at 


Wheaton College 


Perfect setting for summer study — affords full 

opportunity for mental and spiritual growth, and 

recreation. Varied courses—credits toward degrees. Practical 
short courses, two weeks and four weeks for 
Pastors, Teachers, Musicians, etc. Courses 
start June 15, June 27, and July 25. 
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“FOR CHRIST 
ENOCK C. DYRNESS AND HIS 
Summer School Director KINGDOM” 


Fall term starts September 12 


Over 400 course subjects. Growing in 
popularity — 44 states and 15 other coun- 
tries represented. Founded on the teach- 
ing and practice of the historic Christian 
faith. BULLETIN FREE. 


Address: Dept. T-22 
WHEATON, ILLINOIS 





A Letter of Thanks for the Five Bible Study Books 


“The five fine books you sent me as a reward for securing eight 
new subscribers to The Sunday School Times for a period of 
twenty-four weeks came two days ago. I am perfectly delighted 
with them. From the depths of ‘my heart I thank you! And to 
think that they cost me such a small outlay of real work, and 
oh, how thankful I am to be the happy owner of these very 
helpful books.”—A subscriber in Louisiana. 


THE BOOKS ARE: 


The Scofield Reference Bible; A Year’s Bible Course; 
Smith’s Bible Dictionary; The Bible Text Book; 
Cruden’s Concordance 


(See full page advertisement in the Times of January 24th) 
How You Can Get These Without Money Cost 


These five Bible study books will be given to you in return for only eight new 
24 weeks’ subscriptions to the Times at $1.00 each. This offer applies only to 
subscriptions in the U. S. A. We'll gladly send you a supply of sample copies 
of The Sunday School Times, and circulars for distribution among your friends. 
When you send us the list of eight names and addresses and your remittance 
for $8.00 we will enter them promptly upon our mailing list, and send the five 
books to your address postpaid. Please be sure to send all eight subscriptions 
in at one time, and not in several groups. 


Why not start today on this plan which has enabled hundreds to have this fine 
reference library. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 


325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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by doing what He did when He was 
grown up, but by living as He would 
at our age. Our Christian lives keep 
growing gradually like the corn if we 
feed and water them. How does God 
expect child Christians to grow? The 
children may look up these references 
if the thoughts contained are not vol- 
unteered. (Exod. 20:7; Eccles. 12:1; 9: 
10; Eph. 4:25; 6:1, 2; and the three Beati- 
tudes just learned.) List ideas on the 
blackboard and leave them there for 
next Sunday. 


FRANKFORT, MAINE. 
ye 


For Primary Teachers 


By Ethel S. Low 


EVERAL years ago at a Bible Con- 

ference at Lake Sammammish, 
Washington, we used to hold some of the 
classes out on the shore of the lake, 
and.as I sat there, the scene always 
brought to my mind the story of Christ’s 
teaching by the seaside. For after all, 
the Sea of Galilee is also the Lake of 
Gennesaret, and is a beautiful blue lake 
surrounded by mountains. Sitting by 
beautiful, blue Sammammish with hills 
behind me and hills stretching away on 
every side of the lake, it was easy to 
visualize the scene by Galilee. 

Christ had called His disciples, and 
they had gone with Him through the 
country as He had taught and performed 
miracles, and now they had come back 
to the Sea of Galilee. It was on the 
shores of this sea that Jesus Christ had 
done some of His most mighty works, 
and so when the people heard that He 
had gone down to the seashore, great 
crowds followed Him, such crowds that 
He had to use a boat as the platform on 
which He sat to teach the people. Can’t 
you see them crowding down to the water’s 
very edge as they listened to His won- 
derful words, for “never man spake like 
this man”? He spoke with authority, yet 
He spoke with love and tenderness. He 
spoke in parables, many of which|they 
didn’t understand, but many hungry 
hearts believed in Him. 

In teaching this lesson to your chil- 
dren, you have an easy point of contact 
with the children who have gone to the 
seashore. What did they do at the beach? 
Did they ever see or hear. anybody 
preaching or teaching at the beach? Most 
of them never did, but there are some 
places in our land where God’s Word has 
been taught by the seashore, and there 
is at least one place where the children 
have been taught for years on the beach. 
Some years ago a group of workers from 
the Bible Institute of Los Angeles began 
going to the beaches near that city and 
gathering a group of children wherever 
possible, and telling them the story of 
salvation illustrating by verses and pic- 
tures drawn in the sand. Later, other 
visual aids were used in teaching, and 
hundreds have come to know the Lord 


Lesson for March 1 


Pulpit Gowns... Choir Vest- 

ments, Choir Cassocks and Cottas 

or Choir Gowns . . . Communion 

Linens ... Table Scarves .. . 
Bible Markers 


Our Latest Catalogue and Material Samples on Request 


417 Fifth Averue 
Be M. HALL, Inc. New York 


Free Tithing Leaflets 


FREE to any evangelical Christian Minister, Sunday 
School or Missionary Superintendent, one copy of 
“A Spiritual Light Switch”’ for each family in his con- 
egation, providing he will agree to give a talk on 
‘ithing before distribution. Write stating denomina- 
tion and number of leaflets desired to 


TITHER 721-S Title Insurance Bidg. 

Los Angeles, California 
One Sample Free to chairmen of Every-Member Can- 
vass Committees (and church officers having to do 
with money-raising) 


‘AN HUNDREDFOLD”’ 


The Faithful Steward’s Dividend 
By David McConaughy 
Author of “Money, the Acid Test’”’ 
A fascinating booklet on Stewardship, a forceful and 
convincing Sachetael plea. 10c; 12, $1.00; 100, $7.00. 
THE BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASS’N 
837 N. Wells Street Chicago, Illinois 


' For YOUR EASTER SERVICE try 
The Boy Who Discovered Easter 


A one-act for church and school by Elizabeth McFad- 
den, author of “‘Why the Chimes Rang,” “Tidings of 
Joy,” etc. 

Characters; 1 man, x boy of 12, 2 women. Time: 35 
minutes. Scene: simple interior. Easy, inexpensive. 
A minister says: “I was delighted with The Boy Who 
Discovered Easter, . . Better than most sermons because it 
is delightfully entertaining and at the same time presents 
in the clearest way the fundamental truth of Godandlife.”” 


Book, 35 cents. Royalty, $5.00 
SAMUEL FRENCH 
25 W. 45th St.. NEW YORK 811 W. 7th St., LOS ANGELES 
Old Fashioned Revival 


Nationwide 
Gospel Broadcast 


Mutual Network and Independ- 
ent Stations. Consult radio log 
of local newspapers for stations 
and times. 


CHARLES E. FULLER, Director 
P. 0. Box 123, Les Angeles, Calif. 


—— (CHRISTIAN GREETING CARDS—— 


For Sale or for Personal Use 
Comforting, encouraging messages of cheer to the 
sick and sorrowing, birthday, Easter, etc., many with 
Bible Texts—in great variety of artistic settings— 
the type of Greetings Christian people are looking 
for. Cards that are different—not found in stores— 
Boxed and Unboxed—good profit—no investment 
necessary. Catalog and sales plans on request. 

PEASE GREETING CARDS, INC. 
264 Laurel St. Dept. T Buffalo, N. Y. 
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Jesus Christ as their Saviour through 
this beach work. 

Do you live near the beach, or do you 
go to the beach? Have you used your 
beach for the Lord? It may be that we 
cannot go to our beaches this year on 
account of the war but if we can, why 
not use them for the Lord instead of 
letting the Devil have almost complete 
control of them? 

For illustration of this lesson on the 
Scripturegraph, have the blue sea with 
mountains on the background, a bit of 
beach in the foreground, a boat with the 
Lord Jesus teaching and the crowd on 
the shore. 

Mopesto, CALIF. 

we 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E, Borchardt 
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Scariet, Lavender, Yellow 
Rose. Giant Dahlia-Plowered 


best colors, a 15-Packet of each, 
postpaid for 10c. Send dime today 
urpee’s Seed Ca‘ 





Earn Money for Your Treasury 
Over 2,000,000 
Sunflower Dish Cloths 


were sold in 1941 by members of 

SUNDAY SCHOOLS, Ladies’ Aids, 

Young People’s Groups, etc. Finest 

quality cloths. They enable you to 

earn money for your treasury, and 

make friends for your organization. 
Sample Free to Official 


SANGAMON MILLS __ Est. 1915 Cohoes, N.Y. 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Goal.—To instruct the girls in the use 
of stories, testimonies, and informal con- 
versation that will reveal God’s truths 
as vivid realities. 


Story Telling.—Invite a Speech Teacher 
from a local school to give story telling 
suggestions at one of the week-night gath- 
erings. With the help of the girls, pre- 
pare a list of Bible stories and of Chris- 
tian fiction to be used with children of 
various ages. Your class might start a 
library, each girl lending a book of her 
own, or earning money to purchase boo! 
for the group. ‘ 











TRAINING THROUGH STORIES 


¢¢ A N EVANGELIST,” we told a class 

of Juniors, “is a person who tells 
about the Lord Jesus to other folks. How 
can you be evangelists?” 

“We can tell the stories of the Lord 
Jesus to younger children,” said one of 
the girls. 

The Lord Jesus, as He trained His dis- 
ciples, used many stories. Name several. 
Display pictures of His stories for a 
verbal test; or number the pictures, and 
let the girls make a written list of the 
correct subjects for their own further 
study. Discuss opportunities for story 
telling. How can girls in your class ap- 
proach children of different ages with 
stories from the Bible? 

Beginners (pre-school children) .—Tiny 
tots love to hear of the Lord Jesus. Tell 
them of Him. Enlist Sunday school 
mothers, through the Home Department, 
to make Bible stories a part of the heri- 
tage of every little child. Through natu- 
ral conversation about the Lord, and 
thankfulness to Him; through Scripture 
bedtime stories, dramatically told; 
through pictures and songs a Christian 
background may be built. 

Primaries.—Prepare this group to tell 
Bible stories to a family audience. Let 
them “pretend they are Abraham, David, 
Paul telling these stories to friends. Which 
stories would each of these men tell? 
Draw or color Bible pictures. Give Pri- 
mary children Bible storybooks to read. 
Encourage them to live to please God 







40+ “The Day of Resurrection! 
~~.’ Earth, tell it. out abroad?) 
> From Death to Life Eternal, + 
From this world to the skyj" 
; Our Christ hath brought us-over 
With Hymns of Victory I? >Re 
4 Do you know that this great Easter . 
»4 hymn was written by John of Damascus. 
../ in a monastery on the side of a hill near 
| Jerusalem, more than a thousand years 
& ago? 
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; By ELIZABETH HUBBARD BONSALL 

> Tells us the story of how the early Chris- 

. tians sang this hymn at midnight on 

>. Easter eve. 
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Communion Cups 


Bend for Folder and greci Ay 

OFFER at low prices. Glasses $1.00 

Dozen. Tra 5 ppecoes 96. $6 

utiful CHROMIUM - PLAT 

Qleminom, Wood and Biliver-plated 

services. Collection & Bread Plates, Pastor’s Sick Outfits, ete 


Thomas Communion Service, Box 1222 Lima, Ohlo 


























“O Jerusalem, JERUSALEM!” 


Child of God, think on Jerusalem! 
God does. Then remember the 
American Board of Missions to the 
Jews. In an all-out abandon of 
faith in the God of Israel, this faith- 
ful and fruitful Mission stretches 
from New York to Los Angeles, 
from London to Jerusalem. Its 
consecrated missionaries are hold- 
ing forth the Word of Life, fearless- 
ly and sacrificially. In refugee relief 
to Christian Jews, we have the en- 
viable record of operating at the 
lowest overhead cost. 

Make a contribution now, if the 
Lord so leads you. You will receive 
THE CHOSEN PEOPLE and other 
heart-gripping literature. And then 
you'll be glad you helped us! Try 
it, and see! Address 


American Board of Missions to the Jews 


27 Throop Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Birmingham School of the Bible 
An interdenominational Bible school, lo- 
cated in the heart of the South. Standard 
three year Bible course offered. Training is 
practical and thorough. No tuition. Board 
is reasonable. 
For information write: 


2210 Ridge Park Ave., Birmingham, Ala. 


































Messages of Saving Grace 


Large sample package of valuable, 
fruitful tracts, only 25¢e. Proven 
aids in soul-winning. Distribute through friends, Sun- 
day school, mail, and to people you meet. Widely 
used. Everywhere popular. Strengthen and encourage 
your own faith, and that of others. Order 4 


Also Tract Racks, Post Cards, Cellophane Sheets, 
a Faith, Prayer & Tract League, Dept. T.,Muskegon Hts. Mich 


FORTEENS 


-hext Sunday 


@ “Top Man,” complete in next week’s 
Christian Youth, is the story of a boy 
who might have been the most valu- 
able player on his team —if he hadn’t 
thought he was the only player. Sid knew 
how to shoot baskets, and he thought he 
knew how toimpress sports experts! The fel- 
lows were concerned about Sid, but he amazed 
his coach, his team, and himself, and also 
discovered a valuable thing about life. 


@ Also in this issue is a fine“jarticle on the 
stories behind many favorite Gospel hymns. 


Write for a free copy of the February 
21st issue of Christian Youth. 


The Sunday School Times Co., 


325 N. 13th Street Philadelphia, Pa. 
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in real life as Joseph and David, or Mary 
and Martha might have done. 

Juniors.—Flannelgraphs, object lessons, 
and activity based on lessons from God’s 
Word appeal to Juniors. Club mottoes 
and motives for this group may be found 
in the Bible. Tell your girls not to let 
their little neighbors miss a chance to 
hear of God. 


BLACKOUT INSTRUCTIONS 

In yesterday’s mail our Blackout In- 
structions arrived. Christ’s instructions 
for light during blackouts can be found 
in the parables we study today, and 
thoughts from the stories of this lesson 
might be used by each of us to spread 
comfort in a time like this (Matt. 13: 
44-50). ’ 

“Treasure ...he hideth.”—Just as the 
treasure was hidden away in the field, 
so, too, we who are Christ's are “hid 
with Christ in God” (Col. 3:3). With 
the Light of the world as our “hiding 
place,” how can we ever be in total 
darkness! Tell of our “hiding place” 
to friends who are fearing bombs. Facts: 
Psalms 32:7; 119:114; 27:5; Colossians 3: 
3. Prayers: Psalms 17:8; 143:9, 

“All that he had, and bought it.”— 
Pearl Harbor is precious to America, and 
we are ready to give all that is necessary 


“to maintain freedom, liberty, personal 


rights, and those values of life which 
Pearl Harbor represents. But infinitely 
more precious are we, the “pearl of great 
price.” God gave His Son to save us 
from eternal captivity by the Enemy 
Instigator of all the troubles of this 
world. It remains within our power to 
give allegiance either to “the prince of 
this world,” or to the “captain of their 
four] salvation” (Heb. 2:10; Psa. 74:2; 
Acts 8:20; 20:28; Eph. 1:14; 1 Cor. 6:20; 
7:23; 2 Pet. 2:1).- 

“Sever the wicked from among the 
just.”—Just as fifth columnists try to 
break down the inner strongholds of a 
country, enemy forces and false friends 
live and work among citizens of the 
Kingdom of Heaven seeking to over- 
throw our heavenly estate, and making 
us afraid to testify for Christ. Why is 
not the Kingdom of God more prominent? 
Why do we not meet more citizens of 
the heavenly land? Why must we live 
with those who do not love God? Why 
is Christian conversation so rare? 

We need not fear. Be “strong in the 
Lord” in order to strengthen weak ones. 
People who see Christ in you will come 
to you for comfort and help. Tell them 
that the Kingdom of God will continue 
to grow amid world tragedy until time 
for “the harvest.” In the meantime the 
world may find solace “under the 
shadow” of Christian environment and 
ideals (Mark 4: 26-32). Sorrow and trag- 
edy emphasize the fact that only God 
and His plans are eternal. Earth condi- 
tions, no matter how terrible, must pass 
away. This we cannot fully understand. 
We must believe (Matt. 24:35). 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 126) 


1. A parable is a short narrative, some- 
times imaginative, from which a spiritual 
truth is drawn; also “an earthly story with 
a heavenly meaning.” 


2. ‘The parables hid truth, and revealed 
it. Christ’s desire was that all should 
understand, but the Jewish people had hard- 
ened their hearts and closed their ears. 
Parables stimulate searching for the truth. 


3. The Lord Jesus used parables in order 
to help those who believed that He was 
the Son of God to understand the mysteries 
of the Kingdom of Heaven. 

4. After the leaders definitely rejected His 
testimony. 


5. They set forth secret things not hitherto 
revealed. 


6. It would consist of those who recog- 
nized His authority and professed alle- 
giance tc His name.- When He returns He 
will set up a literal Kingdom. 


7. The principle of growth is demon- 
strated in the parable of the sower. 


8. This parable is recorded nowhere else 
in the whole Bible—it is, by inspiration, 
Mark’s unique contribution to the list of 
our Lord’s parables. 

9. Christian fiction shows the realities and 
possibilities of the Christian life, and in- 
spires the reader to deeper consecration. 

10. He may spread the truth of God's 
Word through Bible stories, pictures, songs, 
object lessons, chalk talks, Christian litera- 
ture, and practical Christian living. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











March 8. II. How to Worship in Private. Matt. 
6:5-8; John 5:39. 
Sunday, March 1 


I. What Commitment to Christ Means 
(Eph. 4:20-32) 





Mon.—Forgiveness (Luke 17:3, 4). 
Tues:—Persecution (with reward) (Matt. 


5:11, 12). 

Wed.—Self-denial and cross-bearing (Matt. 
16:24, 25). 

Tues.—Hatred from the world (John 15: 
18, 19). 


Fri.—Good for evil (Rom. 12:19-21). 
Sat.—The mind of Christ (Phil. 2:5-8). 











OR four successive Sunday evenings 

before Palm Sunday our topics direct 
our thoughts to personal Christian living. 
It is not that we are to be more careful 
about our Christian living at. one time 
of the year than another time, but rather 
that the Lenten season brings us an op- 
portunity to check up, and to avoid slip- 
ping into careless or neglectful habits 
that may work their way into our Chris- 
tian experience almost without our 
knowing it. 

we 


This week’s topic brings before us the 
meaning of commitment to Christ. There 
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are two meanings to our English word 

“commit” that should help us to see 
’ what is meant when we commit ourselves 
to Christ. The first meaning is that of 
giving or entrusting. We may link it 
up with Romans 12:1, 2, where we are 
beseeched, by the mercies of God, to 
present our bodies, or every faculty, to 
Christ as a living sacrifice. 

This gift or presentation of self to 
Christ is based on a recognition of God’s 
mercies, — on the fact that God has done 
something about the sin question and 
that we are not our own but have been 
bought with a price (1 Cor. 6:19, 20). 

It should be made in the realization 
that, of ourselves, we can do nothing, 
and that under the old man or the old 
nature we must ever do those things 
that we would not, and find it impos- 
sible to do the things that we would for 
Christ. 

It is a gift or commitment that rec- 
ognizes that Christ is able, that we can 
do all things through Christ which 
strengtheneth us (Phil. 4:13), and that, 
when we turn over to Him our every 
faculty, He can and will live His life 
of victory in us:so that sin shall not 
have dominion .over us (Rom. 6:14). 

It is a gift or a commitment that rec- 
ognizes that Christ will keep that which 
we commit to Him against that day 
when we shall see Him and give an ac- 
count to Him (2 Tim. 1:12). 

54 
A second meaning in the word “com- 
mitment” is that of “putting in charge 
of a jailor,” or “imprisoning.” We find 
it in Paul’s reference to himself as a 
“prisoner of Jesus Christ” (Eph. 3:1), 
and again in his admonition to the Cor- 
inthian Christians to bring every thought 
into captivity to the obedience of Christ 
(2 Cor. 10:5). It is not a burdensome, 
difficult captivity, but a glad and willing 
one. It is not an imprisonment that 
takes from us anything that is worth 
while or that would make us truly happy. 
Rather it is one that frees us from the 
burden of sin, of habit, and of fear, and 
releases us to serve the Lord Jesus as 
we cannot possibly serve Him as long 
as we are in bondage to sin. Commit- 
ment to Christ means a joyous captiv- 
ity such as Dr. G. Matheson had in mind 
when he wrote: 
Make me a captive, Lord, 
And then I shall be free; 

Force me to render up my sword, 
And I shall conqueror be, 

I sink in life’s alarms 
When by myself i stand; 


Imprison me within Thine arms 
And strong shall be my hand. 


My will is not my own 
Till Thou hast made it Thine; 
If it would reach the monarch’s throne 
It must its crown resign: 
It only stands unbent, 
Amid the clashing strife, 
When on Thy bosom it has leant, 
And found in Thee its life. 


4 


But we should not leave this con- 
sideration of commitment to Christ with- 
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Paying in Member Interest! 


The *“‘Acme” series for Satay schools ‘‘Miss You”— 
**Greet You’’—‘‘Get Well’’ ‘ ” Cards with Scrip- 
tures. Beautiful. Lowpriced. Helpful now in thou- 
sands of schools. Our Gift Assortment will be sent 
to Superintendents of Sunday schools of 100 members 
or more in attendance. 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM COMPANY, Box 26, 296 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 
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“A Gift With A Life Income” 


Che SALVATION ARMY 


A NEW YORK CORPORATION 


ANNUITY AGREEMENTS 





An Annuity with The Salvation Army assures you a LIFE INCOME that is 
safe, dependable, and regular — it continues as long as you live. Issued 
under authority ot certificate by New York State Insurance Department, 
it gives double security. 

At death of annuitant, gift enables The Salvation Army to carry on its 
religious and charitable work and so ministers to the physical and 
spiritual redemption of those in need. 


Thus, you secure an assured income during your lifetime, with the addi- 
tional satisfaction of knowing that at your decease the gift, in your name, 
will continue warm-hearted Christian charity through this organization. 


Learn more of this plan of combining a gift 
with a life income. Write today for Booklet § 


(CLIP THIS COUPON) 








r — we aunmaeeaeaF eaeeeg@weeeFeeeeFeeFtea=zAa ase aS ese Se Ss = = = ae == =o "§ 
‘ National Secretary 

THE SALVATION ARMY — 120-130 West 14th Street © ' 
) (A New York Corporation) New York, N. Y. ‘ 
i 
8 Ss sc n0ecasneheeducdeeeeedetinseeeeresesdel Date of birth ..... steeeeees e ; 
] Ee Te eet See ee ee a a eee ae 8. 
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(Joint or Survivor Annuities also issued at slightly lower rates.) 











BOYS IN SERVICE 


Sons, relatives, sweethearts and friends 
serving Uncle Sam in the present war will 
deeply appreciate The Christian Digest com- 
ing as a gift from you. This 48 page monthly 
Digest serve as a monthly reminder of 
you. It will aid the moral and spiritual DE- 
FENSE of our country in this time of crisis. 


$1.00 eight months; $1.50 #4 year: $2.00 eighteen months; 
Fo $1.75 
Send l5¢ for sample copy. 


THE CHRISTIAN DIGEST 
106 Mason St., N. W., Grand Rapids, Michigan 
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out facing up squarely on the issue. Com- 
mitment to Christ in the normal 
Christian experience should occur at the 
time of salvation, when we recognize 


Join the Tract-of-the-Month Club! 


One of the most practical and generous tract plans 
ever offered. For only $1.00 a year you receive 25 new 
tracts monthly, plus generous samples of new booklets 
and unusual tracts, A a free paper. With every $2.00 
subscription for 50 tracts, m4 double-compartment 
Tract Holder is given. Join now! Tract-of-the-Month 
Club, 322 West Washington, Chicago, Illinois 


MONEY FOR YOUR TREASURY! 


Organizations, Schools, Lodges, Clubs make 
money easily selling HANDY WACKS 
Hang-up Waxed Paper and other popular 
household items. Write today for FREE 
catalog and interesting information. 


HANDY WACKS CORP., Sparta, Mich. 
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what Christ has done for us, and when 
we accept Him as our Saviour. How- 
ever, if there was no definite act of 
commitment then, we need not go one 
moment longer without it. Right where 
we are we may bow our heads and tell 
God that we do turn over to Him all that 
we have and are. Then we may thank 
Him that He is filling our lives and that 
He is taking control of all that we do 
and say and think, so that from this 
moment we, too, may be His captives, 
free to do His will at any cost, free from 
the dominion of sin, and kept safe in 
His life. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
ve 
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A Worthy Investment 


Multnomah School 
of the Bible 


703 N. E. Multnomah 
PORTLAND - «- = OQREGON 
Interdenominational — Evangelistic 

Dr. B. B. Sutcliffe, President 
Dr. John G. Mitchell, Vice-President 
Rev. Simon E. Forsberg, Dean 
Standard Three-Year Courses 
Intensive Bible Instruction 
Free Tuition 
A Book Department for Your Needs 


The SUNDAY SCHOOL 
IN ACTION 


By Clarence H. Benson 


Every phase and requirement of Sunday 
school work is covered, affording a standard 
text pen all matters pertaining to the Sunday 
school. ‘‘Sunday School in Action’’ is ‘‘vibrant 
with helpful suggestions’ to aggressive officers, 
teachers, and pastors. 

336 pages, cloth, illustrated, $1.75 
THE BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASS'N 
837 North Wells Street Chicago, Illinois 


Biblical Research Monthly 


Gives you a sane, sound, and r 
God’s prophetic Word. Such interpretations a are on oi 
IN THESE CRITICAL DAYS 

®@ When Tyranny is threatening Democracy 
® When Dictators are increasing in Power 
e@ When Satan’s forces are being unleashed as never 
before 
Send today for FREE sample copy 
Subscription, 1 year, — $1.00 
Canada and Foreign — 1.25 


BIBLICAL RESEARCH SOCIETY, INC. 
#417 Berenice Avenue Les Angeles, California 




















A Misplaced Capital H 
To the Editor: 

I have just read “Say, Fellows, —” for the 
lesson of February 1, and am very much 
surprised at what the writer says about 
Simon Peter, namely: “It is quite probable 
that if Peter had remained with his nets 
and his fishing, we would never have heard 
of Him.” The capital “H,” of course, in this 
connection indicates Jesus Christ. I cannot 
think the writer would intentionally say 
that, and one of two things must have hap- 
pened: either the writer accidentally struck 
the upper case letter on his typewriter, or 
possibly before his manuscript reached the 
press (or in the typesetting) the capital “H”’ 
was substituted for the lower case “th.” For 
surely we are not solely dependent upon 
Simon Peter’s testimony, fine as it is, for 
our knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
—A Florida reader. 

Eprror’s Note.—This was not Mr. Smith’s 
mistake, but entirely the fault of the Edi- 
tors, for which they hereby express their 
real regret. The capital H should have been 
lower. Case. 





From One Pilgrim to Another 


A letter sent by Special Delivery on 
November 18 from one of his Florida 
readers to William H. Ridgway. 


Dear “Uncle Billy’: 


I have sat in your Corner for some years, 
and although I have many, many times of- 
fered a silent prayer to God for your min- 
istry, I have never sent you a “bouquet.” 

You have been a source of joy and inspira- 
tion to me, and I want you to know it 
right now. You started teaching the Iron 
Rosers seven years before I was born, and 
I want to be with you in spirit when you 
stand before them this coming Sunday, when 
you round out your “year” of Sabbath days 
with your men. The Sabbath school is such 
a force for our Saviour, I believe we will 
continue it “over there’ —if you go first, 
when I get there the very first Lord’s Day 
I am going to find you and sit in with your 
Iron Rosers. 

Since no one could take your place in 
“the Corner,” my prayer is that God, in 





PLAN NOW 








to Spend This Summer’s Vacation with Some of 
America’s Greatest Theological Teachers. 


Winona Lake —— of Theology, Winona Lake, Indiana 


For Ministers, Teach ies, Sunday School Workers & Laymen 
Courses leading to Regular Degrees. Tuitions reduced for 1942. 50 Free 
July 8 to August 12—Two Terms 15 Days Each —I ] Rooms 
Evangelical Faith and High Scholarship Combined 
Dr. J. A. Huffman, President (Ask for free Prospectus) Marion, Ind. 
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His wisdom, will spare you at least another 
52 years. No one that I have found can 
write like you, can explain things as you 
do, or can make the applications that you 
make. When I open my Trmegs for the week, 
I feel the “duty” part of it first to read 
the lesson over, but the very next thing is 
my visit with you, and, to be honest about 
it, I do “cheat” sometimes and see what 
Uncle Billy has to say, first. 

God alone knows the vast congregation 
that you minister to and, in the past years, 
have ministered to—you have done such 
a noble job. It is my belief that you will 
find most of them over there with you, 
for a person just simply could not come 
under your ministry without seeing the 
light. 

So, until I meet you in your Corner “over 
there,” my love and affection to you—we 
will never forget Uncle Billy Ridgway.— 
Floyd L. Ziegler, Standard Oil Co., Sarasota, 
Fla. 

vg 


Semel Rutherford on 
Christian Conduct 


(Continued from second page) 


kirk, and of particular, professors have 
not moved me. (4) That at the reading 
of the life of David, Paul, and the like, 
when it humbled me, I (coming so far 
short of their holiness) laboured not to 
imitate them, afar off at least, according 
to the measure of God’s grace. (5) That 
unrepented sins of youth were not 
looked to and lamented for. (6) That sud- 
den stirrings of pride, lust, revenge, love 
>f honours were not resisted and mourned 
for. (7) That my charity was cold. (8) 
That the experiences I had of God’s 
hearing me in this and the other par- 
ticular being gathered, yet in a new 
trouble I had always (once at least) my 
faith to seek as if I were to begin at 
A, B, C again. (9) That I have not more 
boldly contradicted the enemies speak- 
‘ing against the truth either in public 
church meetings, or at tables, or ordi- 
nary conference. (10) That in great 
troubles I have received false reports of 
Christ’s love, and misbelieved Him in 
His chastening, whereas the event hath 
said, “All was in mercy.” (11) Nothing 
more moveth me and weighteth my soul 
than that I could never from my heart in 
my prosperity so wrestle in prayer with 
God, nor be so dead to the world, so 
hungry and sick of love for Christ, so 
heavenly-minded as when ten stone- 
weight of a heavy cross was upon me. 
(12) That the cross extorted vows of 
new obedience which ease hath blown 
away as chaff before the wind. (13) That 
practice was so short and narrow, and 
light so long and broad. (14) That death 
hath not been often meditated upon. 
(15) That I have not been careful of 
gaining others to Christ. (16) That my 
grace and gifts bring forth little or no 
thankfulness. 
There are some things also whereby 
I have been helped, as (1) I have been 
benefited by riding alone a long jour- 
ney in giving that time to prayer. (2) 
By abstinence and giving days to God. 
(3) By praying for others, for by mak- 
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ing an errand to God for them I have 
gotten something for myself. (4) I have 
been really confirmed, in many particu- 
lars, that God heareth prayers, and 
therefore I used to pray for anything 
of how little importance soever. (5) He 
enabled me to make no question that 
this mocked way, which is nicknamed, 
is the only way to Heaven. 

Sir, these and many more occurrences 
in your life should be looked into, and: 
(1) Thoughts of atheism should be 
watched over, as, “If there be a God 
in Heaven?” which will trouble and 
assault the best at some times. (2) 
Growth in grace should be cared for 
above all things, and falling from our 
first love mourned for. (3) Conscience 
made of praying for the enemies who 
are blinded. 





| With the New Books 


The Cross Above the Crescent. By 
Samuel M. Zwemer, D.D. (Zondervan 
Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich., 
$2.) No doubt the chief and most difficult 
missionary problem of the last century 
has been that of Islam. Very plainly 
does the author show that the awful sin 
and guilt of the Mohammedan world 
is that it gives Christ’s glory to another. 
Perhaps no man today is better pre- 
pared to discuss the problems dealt with 
in this book than the author. The ex- 
periences and convictions here related 
were gained in forty years of residence 
in Arabia and Egypt and in many jour- 
neys across the world of Islam. He deals 
first with the character of this religion 
and some of its teachings. Then there 
are chapters on the present situation 
in the Moslem world. The last five 
chapters describe methods of evangelism 
and the nearest way to the heart of the 
Mohammedan. He believes that “if the 
Cross is to triumph over the Crescent 
it will not -be by might nor by power 
but by God’s Spirit.” It is to be hoped 
that this volume will help answer the 
prayer of Abraham, “O that Ishmael 
might live before thee !” 











For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D, 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lesson, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


February 23 to March 1 
Mon.—Mark 4:26-32. How the Kingdom Grows. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “First the blade, 


then the ear, after that the full corn in 
the ear.” The fruit-bearing part of a 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


cereal plant is called the “ear.” In nature 
things begin, progress, and come to com- 


pletion. So with Christ’s Kingdom. 
When here on earth He said: “The 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” When 


He returns He will set up His Kingdom 
which will last forever. Pray, therefore, 
“Thy kingdom come.” Pray for French 
missions in Canada. 


Tues.—Matthew 13:44-46. 
Finding Hidden Treasure. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Treasure hid in 
a field.” If you found treasure hid in 
the field of another it would not be 
yours. In this world, sold under sin, 
precious souls are as treasure-hid in the 
field. Christ shed His blood upon the 
cross that the world through Him might 
be saved. Are you one of His redeemed 
ones? Pray for the Presbyterian French 
Mission, 3485 McTavish Street, Montreal, 
Can. 


Wed.—Matthew 13:47-50. 
The Separation of Men. 
PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “Angels shall 
come forth, and sever the wicked from 
among the just.” Gold is separated from 
dross; wheat from tares; and good from 
evil. The souls of men will be sep- 
arated at last. Where is your future 
abode? Pray for Inland-South America 
Missionary Union, 130 George St., Edin- 
burgh, 2, Scotland. 


Thurs.—2 Samuel 12:1-7a. A Pointed Parable. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Thou art the 
man.” Nathan the prophet described a 
certain bad man’s actions to King David, 
and the king angrily said that the wicked 
man should be punished. Then the 
prophet said, “Thou art the man”! Do 
you get worked up over other people’s 
sins, and forget your own? God help 
us to feel our own sins more deeply 
than we do those of others. Pray for 
Omaha Bible Institute, 1040 Park Ave., 
Omaha, Nebr, 


Fri.—Mark 4:9-13. The Method of the Parable. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Unto you it is 
given to know the . . . parables.” God 
reveals secret things to His people. The 
wicked do. not understand. “They that 
seek the Lord understand. all things” 
(Prov. 28:5). “Unto them that are with- 
out, all these things are done in parables” 
(v. 11). God’s method is to keep His 
sacred secrets from “the wise and pru- 
dent” and reveal them unto “babes” 
(Matt. 11:25). _ Pray for North. Africa 
Mission, 34 Bisham Gardens, London, 6, 
Eng. 


Sat.—Mark 4:14-20. The Parable Explained. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “How then will ye 
know all’ parables?” If we cannot under- 
stand this, we cannot understand Christ’s 
other parables. Who is the Sower? What 
is the seed? Where the soil?) Who are 
the “birds”? What are the “thorns”? 
And the “harvest”? The mysteries of 
the Kingdom are hidden in Christ’s par- 
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J, Edwin Newby, a teacher in Union Bible Seminary, has 
just completed two new charts. One pictures the image and 
beasts of Daniel and shows the prophetic gap in which the 

‘mystery of godliness” and the “mystery of iniquity’’ are 
gathering a Bride and Antibride for the great day. The other 
one portrays the Book of Revelation with its seven churches, 
seven seals, seven trumpets, teven vials, seven dooms, and 
seven new things. Mr. Newby’s first chart has sold by the 
hundreds. It is a panoramic view from Genesis to Revela- 
tion. These charts will help you. Send $1.00 for these 
charts and The Gospel Minister for 26 issues. 


The Gospel Minister, Dept. 153A, Westfield, Ind. 





SOMETHING NEW AGAIN! 


VISUAL AIDS 


For Second Quarter Primary Lessons 
Complete, ready to use on 
Scripturegraph - $1.00 


ETHEL S. LOW 
227 Walden Street Modesto, Calif. 








Open air meeting in New York City with Mr. Aston speaking 


HeLp REACH THE JEWS 
FOR CuRrist 


Never before has there been such oppor- 


tunity to bring the Gospel of Jesus Christ to 
the Jews. f the 2,000,000 Jews in New 
York City, many are Hebrew Christian ref- 
ugees from Europe. 

A large responsibility for the evan- 

Rew You of these Jews rests with the 

ew York Jewish ty ae mye So- 
ciety, foun +h . ise" by the sainted 
homas M 

We need your gifts a cmaate co-opera- 
tion to enable us to procure more mission- 
—— carry on this important evangelistic 
wor 


Send for monthly “Jewish Missionary 
eee Yearly subscription $1.00. 
Sample copy, 10 cents. 


NEW YorK Jewish JEWISH EVANGELIZATION SOCIETY 
A. Aston, A.M., Director 
Wient ivan New York, N. Y. 
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Is NOAH’S ARK Really Found 


See amazing article on two scientific reports by Mt. Ararat explorers. Information few 
Bible teachers have. Written by Prof. H. W. Kellogg, of American Prophetic League 
Research Staff, especially for the MARCH issue of 


PROPHECY MONTHLY 


Many other striking articles including— 


**Balfour Declaration Coming to Life’’ 
**The Call for a World Super-Brain”’ 
*Coming Mental Epidemics”’ 
**Christians Who Obstruct National Defense”’ 


Special Offer: Introducing new book by Dr. Brooks, “Job’s Jitters—And Yours,” 
regular price, 30 cents. If ordered with a new subscription to PROPHECY 
(1 year, $1.00), the two for only $1.10. Pin this advertisement to your order. 
“Job's Jitters”’ is a timely book you will read and reread and pass around. 


FREE — “Biblical Book Bulletin.” Ask for your copy. It describes and reviews the 
finest Bible study books. 


PROPHETIC LEAGUE 
Los Angeles, California 





Editor 
Keith L. Brooks, D.D. 


AMERICAN 
Box BB, Eagle Rock Station 
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(Lesson for Mar. 1) Feb. 14, 1942 


ables. Pray for Prairie Bible Institute, 
Three Hills, Alta., Can. 


Sun.—Psalm 178:1-8. 
Parables and Commandments. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Sayings of old 
. . « Which he commanded our fathers, 
that they should make them known to 
their children.” Israel’s history in this 
Psalm is in the form of a parable. In 
Hebrew poetry ideas rhyme rather than 
words. The form is easily remembered 
and the lessons are very impressive, The 
folly of sin’ and the blessing of right- 
eousness are hidden in this parable. Pray 
for the Zenana Bible and Medical Mis- 
sion, 33 Surrey St., London, Eng. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new sub- 
scribers, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 


$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. . 

3.145—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


For cach Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published 
weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, in the United States 
and Possessions. These rates include 
postage. 

$1.00—One or more copies to indi- 
vidual addresses, $1.00 each, per year. 

66 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 68 cents 
each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
825 N. Thirteenth St., Fhiladelphia, Pa. 


vel6 
Git IWNOFLYDST49 





